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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have proceeds
from the sale of wheat £737,710. The amount
recouped was £595,000 and with the £142,000
paid to creditors the total comes to £737,000. 1f
we deduct this amount of £737,000 from tho
£1,257,000 there remains £319,000 instead of
£6861,000 as stated in the return which has been
laid on tho table. If the other fizures are as
accurate I do not know where wo ate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It looks to me
as if there hacl been & typing error. The hon,
member heard mc¢ say that the amount was in
the vicinity of half-a-million, so that my figures
agrec approximately with his. The hon. member
must know that it i difficult to investigate closely
matters of this deseription at four o'clock in the
morning, but I cannot get awsy from the fact that
before the hon. member spoke I several times
declared that the balance owing, after allowing
for recoups, was in the neighbourhood of half a
million.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt is impossiblo for it to
be much more than half a million.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With reference
to the rate of interest, two sets of notices have
been sent out to the customers of the Bank. I
agree that in private life a person cannot be noti-
fiedd that it is intended to charge him a certain
rate of intercst; he can only be charged the in-
crease from the day of notification onward. What.
ever the terms of tho notices which huve been
sent out may be, I can promise that the rates
charged will be charged after notice has been
given.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Will the Attomey General
explain the meaning of the item, *C. C. C. and
Secretary to Board” ? -

The Attorncy General: This item was previously
paid from * Extra clerical assistance.”

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN : Why have the Esti-
mates been prepared as we find them here? Is
it intended that in the future only lump sums are
to be shown ?

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Woods and Forests, £12,432—agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of the Industries
and Woods and Forests Departments.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Progress reported.
House adjourned at £-23 a.m. (Friday.)

Legislative  Essembly,
Tuesday, 19th Mareh, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
jrm,, and read uvrayera

[For ‘‘Questions on Notice’’' gee ‘‘Votes
and Proceedings.’’]

QUESTION—CI.OSE OF SESSION, GOV-
ERNMENT BUSINESS.

ITon. P. COLLIER ({witiicut notice) asked
{he Premier: Will the hon. gentieman make
2 statement to the Fouse with regard to
the disposal of the business set out on the
Notice Paper, in view of the motion of
which he has just given notice, for the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders during the
remainder of the session? This morning’s
newspaper announces that the Government
intend to close the session before Easter,
Having in view the fact that there are on
the Notice Paper 14 or 13 Government Bills
of the utmost importance, and that notice
of angther important Bill has been given
this afterncon, I think it is only fair to the
House, as well as in accordance with prae-
tice, that a statement as to which mecasures
the Government intend to put through, and
whieh, if any, they propose to drop, should
be made for the information of hon. mem-
bers. In my opinion, it will faecilitate
business, as well as assist mombers, if the
Premier makes a statement in that regard,
because it is obviously impossible to close the
session hefore Faster if anything like the
volume of husiness on the Notice Paper is
to be got through,

The PREMIER replied: In addressing my-
self to-morrow to the motion of which 1
gave notice this afternoon, I shall he able
to make clear the matter upon which the
leadar of the Opposition desires information.

Hon, P. Collier: I lhave, of course, to ae-
cept that answer; but T should prefer fo have
a statement thiz afternoon. Such a state-
ment might help the progress of business
to-day.

BILLS (2)—~THIRD READING.

1, General Loan and Inseribed Stock Act
Amendment.

2, Treasury Bonds Deficieney.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil.

BILL—SPECIAL LEASE (GYPSUM).
Select Committee’s Report,

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.50]: 1In
the ahsence of the chairman of the select
eommittee, the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Piesse), T move—

“That the select committee’s report be
adopted.’’

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.51]:* I
think the hon., member ought to give the
Fouse some little information. The printed
report of the select committee has been
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Placed in the hands of members only during
the last few minutes, and doubtless the
great majority of them have not had an op-
portunity of perusing it. The recommenda-
tion of the select commitiee is important,
in that, if the House accepts it, we shall
be practically committing ourselves to the
passage of the Bill. The members of the
select committee ought to afford us seme
informatiotn on the merits of the case, and
on the reasons which have aciuated them
in agreeing to the Bill without amendment.
I personally entertain some doubt whether
it would be wise to grant a lease for the
large area suggested by the Bill. The right
to operate on the Coweowing TLake was
granted to the rame people, or to some of
them, several years ago by the Government
6f which T was a member; hut they did
nothing or very littie, althaugh it is given
in cvidenee hefore the selert commitiee that
they spent a fairly considerable sum of
meney—about £4,000, according to one wit-
ness, The fact remains, bowever, that
practivally nothing has heen done hy them;
and T ohserve from the ecvidence that the
principal witness., ane of the largest share-
holders, was utterly vague and indefinite as
to what the company proposed to do in ithe
future, and also that this witness eunplied
very little information as to the quantity
of gvpsum availahle on the Iake, or the pro-
bable ontput of plaster of Paris, or the pro-
bahle production of fertilizer,

Mz, Thomson: Abeut 1,000 tons, is stated in
evidence.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The printipal witness,
Mrs, Nathan, is very indefinite indeed-—does
net know the size of the plant which it is pro-
posed tn ereet, does not know the probable
output, does not know the numher of men that
will be cmployed, in faet knows nothing de-
finitely and makes merely the most general
statements, T am not now saying that this
may not he a good proposal, but [ contend we
ought to look inte it more closely instead of
agreeing to it in this off-hand way. Then there
is the large area which the Bill proposes to
grant—35,000 acres. Tt is practieally agreed
by those who are competent to form an opin-
ion, that the gypsum in the lake is not a fer-
tiliser, that it has no fertilising properties
whatever, or at least none such as would make
it a marketable commodity. If that is cor-
rect, then there is all the more renson why the
area of the proposed lensehold should be con-
siderably reduced. If the gypsum were of any
value for fertilising purposes, T could under-
stand so large an area as 5,000 acres heing
granted; but if that is not so, if the proposal
i3 mevely to operate it for the mannfacture of
plaster of Paris, then T consider the area alto-
gether too large. As a matter of fact, these
people in the first instance applied for only 25
acres, to e utilised in the manufacture of
plaster of Paris. The additional area was un-
derstood to be required for the manufacture
of fertiliser. Tf it is agreed that fertiliser
cannot _be manufactured from this gypsum,
then there is a very great discrepaney between
granting 5,000 acres for the manufacture of
plaster of Paris as against the small area of 25
acres which was deemed sufficient for that pur-
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pose when the proposal was first put forward,
The House ought to have more information be-
fore ndopting the seleet committee’s recom-
mendation. Then there is also the question of
the rental, and of the royalty to be paid. The
rental for the 5,000 acres is only £10 per an-
num, though with a royaly of 1s. per ton. One
of the witnesses before the select committee
suggested that Mr. Montgomery, the State
Mining Engineer, should he called, as he would
ke able to supply a good dea) of information.

Hon. .J. ditehell: His report is on the file,

Hon. I*. COLLITER: But I notice that he
was not called as a witness. It was also stated
by the witness referred to that Mr. Jont-
gomery’s view was that 100 acres would he
sufficient. T am rather surprised that Mr.
Montgomery was not called, in view of the
fact that one of the witnesses, and he a public
officer, said Mr. Montgomery econld give im-
portant information and held the view that 100
acres would suffice, T have knowledge of the
fact that the original holders of this lease ap-
plied to the Mines Department for assistance,
which they did net sueeced in ohtaining. I do
not know where the prescut company are going
to seeure the necessary eapital; an amount of
at lenst £10,000 is said to be required. It may
be that the desire to obtain so large an area
as 5,000 acres is only ngtural, with a view to
assisting these prople in obtaining capital. If
one rends broadeast a prospectus showing that
one has a large area of 5,000 acres upon which
to operate, that cireumstance might induce
people to subseribe eapital who otherwize would
not do so. But, all the same, that is not a
snfficient reason why the House should agres
to the proposal. I do not think these people,
or any other people, will raise much eapital
unless they have a great deal more accurate
knowledge of the quality and quantity of the
deposit and of the purposes for which they
propose to utilise the gypsum in that district.
Information of that eharacter would certainly
he required by the investing public. Mere
geveral statements that the promoters do not
know the depth of the deposit, and have no
analysis showing the quality of the gypsum,
will not do. Altogether, the information that
these people show themselves posscssed of ae-
cording to the evidence given hefore the select
cammittee, is not sueh as would induce many
io put capital into the venture, T think the
Ilouse should hesitate before granting a lease
for 21 years at a peppercorn rental, though
certainly with a royalty of l1s, per ton, to a
company the majority of whose members have
alrendy failed to do anything with the under-
taking during the three or four years they have
had it iz hand,

Mr. THOMSOX (Katamning) [4.57]: May
I make a statement?

Mr. Holman: TYou are not replying?
Hon, P. Collier: This does not close the
debate?

Mr, SPEAKFER: 1T realise that the mem-
ber for Kautanning (Mr. Thomson) took the
nsual course in formally moving the maotion.
The leader of the Oppesition is, naturally, de.
sirous of obtaining information before the mo-
tion is carried. Tn the circumstances, if it
meets the wishes of the House T am sure it will
meet the wishes of the leader of the Opposi-
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tion if the member for Katanuing is allowed
to make some remarks, though not by way of
closing the debate. That cowrse is unusual;
hut the hon. member has rllé'i-e]y moved the
motion formally and the Ilouse needs some
infermation before dealing with it.  Moreover,
the hon. member in charge of the report may
be prepared to give the necessary information.
Therefare T think it would he well to let the
hon., member make an explanation at this
stagoe. .

Hon. . Collier: 1 personally have no objee-
tion to information leing sapplied to the
House hy the hon. member, except that I feur
we may he establishing a precedent.

Mr, SPEAKER: The proceeding iz quite
irregular; [ realise that.

Han. P. Collier: We may he cstablishing a
precedent that wiil rise before us later on to
our discomfiture.

AMr, HOLMAX: T move—

£That ili2 debate be adjourned.’’

Motion put, and the Mouse proceeded
divide.

Afr. SPEAKER: There is no neced to go
further with the division; there are only threc
menthers voting with the noes. I declare the
aves have it. The debate is therefore ad-
journed.

to

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1817-18,

In Committec of Supply.

Resumed from the 14th March; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Treasury Department,
Minister.

Vote—Treasury, £11,216:

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon., J.
Gardiner—TIrwin) [35.5]: I purpose taking
my departments as they are shown in the
Istimates and giving the Committee as much
explanation as I ean, and assuring hon. mem-
hers that any further information they may
requira will he given on the items. My Tsti.
mates will be rednced practically another
£8.000 in addition to the amount shown. This
is the result of what has been done since the
Istimates were framed. Take the Treasury
Department  itself. Hon. members will see
that there is a deercase shown of £1,351. The
department has been cut as near to the hone
as possible but I think another £200 will be
saved there. T weunld draw attention to ome
or two facts. The Under Treasurer is shown
in the Estimates to reeeive £708; as a matter
of fact the actual cost of that officer to the
State is £360 inasmuech as we get £100 paid
by the Commonwealth Government, £130 by
the Tmperial Government and £88 10s. by the
Workers’ Homes Board.

Hon., W. . Angwin: Less money than you
are paying the Superintendent of the Gaol.

The COLONXTAL TRTEASURER: The ac-
countant is shown on the Estimates to reccive
£528, but £90 is repaid by the Commonwealth
Government. These amounts are paid into
the Treasury and go far as the Government
are concerned it is intended that in the future,
sums of monev which are pail to State offi-
cers shall all be paid into the Treasurv., It
is manifestly unfair that some officers shounld

Hon. J. Gardiner,
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receive these additional payments while others
are obliged to pay the amounts into the
‘Lreasury. Therc is not much more that can
be said with regard to the Treasury Estimates,
They show, on the face, the reductions which
have been made. With  regard to the Audit
Department, the Auditor General is an officer
of the House. There is a slight inerease in
this department of £16, I do not know of
any department whiech has been so handi-
capped as that of the Audifor General by rea-
son of oflicers enlisting. The work the officials.
have to do ean only be perfermed by trained
men and in the majority of cases pood sal-
aries have to be paid in order to have the
work done efliciently. It is only right that
I should say that the Auditer (eneral has
given me a good deal of assistancc in the way
of pointing out where he thought cconcmies
might he effected. Tt is not part of that
olficer’s duty, but I could always go along
aud diseuss these questions yith him and he
was only feo willing to give me that assist-
ance to enable me to find out in which way
the State could get a better return for the
money cxpended. With regard to Compas-
gionate Allowanees, these are granted under
Public Service Regulation 80, which says—
The Government may, on the recommen-
dation of the Public Service Commissioner,
grant the equivalent of =such leave or pro-
portion of sueh leave, and an allowance
calculated at the rate of two weeks’ salary
for cach completed year of service, as a
compassionate allowanee 1o the relatives de-
pendent on the ofticer.
Thig has given me a goold deal of worry be-
causc my impressien i3 that the regulation
was framed to wmeet cases of misfortune at
tending on the death of a public servant.
Now this has grown to be a enstom. If mem-
hers will turn over the leaf, they will see thut
several big sums were granted during the
year 1916-17, one heing £1,405, another £1,453
and another £1,500. 1 am merely following a
custom established by previons Governments,
that when an officer dies, the matter goes be-
fore the Public Service Commissioner, who
says that in accordunce with the regulations
the dependants are entitled to reeeive so much,
and they get that sum of moency whatever it
may bhe. It does appear to me, however, that
if we are paying officers good salaries, they
shoull during their lifetime make provision
for their families, and jvhen we see again in
this ycar’s Eatimates that a sum of £010 is
set down as a compassionate allowance for
the widow of an officer, T would like an ex-
preseion of opinien from the Committee as to
whether this kind of thing is to eontinue, and
as to whether the Government should go fully
into the matter and determine whether these
grants should be made as compassionate allow-
ances and not as a matter of right. We are
piling up the expenditure in this way, and if
we haid a bhig death roll the State wonld be
compelled to pay an enermous sum., So far
as the Savings Bank is concerned, an increase
of £142 is shown. I have not gone fully into
the matter, but on the business turnover T
think the inerease is justifiahle, In 1915-186,
the amount standing to the credit of deposi-
tors was £4,611,590 and in 1916-17 the amount
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was £4,820,447, the increase being £208,857.
The accounts have considerably increased in
number during that time. There were 17,226
ordinary accounts and 35,775 school Savings
Bank aceounts opened during the year, while
12,000 ordinary and 2,726 shool accounts were
closed. Hon. members will therefore sce that
practically 5,000 of one and abount 3,000 of
the other new accounts were opened dvring
the year. LUnder those circumstances I have
no objection to seeing a slight increase in the
cost of administration.
ment stores, the actval saving shown is £1,026,
The Stores is one of those departments which
we can well look into to effect economics be-
eange we can earily get lavish in our buying
and our demands. Just to show the Com-
mittee how extravagance can easily creep in
here, I will supply a few particulars which
have been furnished by Mr., Payne, who ap-
parently takes a very keen interest in his work,
and when the opportunity occurs I like to
state that fact We bad at one time ne
fewer than 42 distinet varieties of envelopes,
We have cut them down te 16 and in the
process we have saved £2320 in envelopes only.
In  wicker document baskets, handy desk
calendars, and plan covers we have also
effected savings. = With regard to the last
named, they were backed with Whatman's
hand-made drawing paper. They are now
using another paper which is less expensive
and a saving of £158 is being effected there.
There has Leern a caving of £123 effected in
office paste, and in the matter of ink and a
number of other things the saving has been
£600.

Alr.
Tavne?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: By say-
ing that he is doing good work.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: Some of the paper
now being used is vottem; it is like blotting
paper.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Amongst
the other items there is material to astonish
hon. members. There were 556 officc knives
used last year, and an office knife should last
a person a lifetime. There were 244 pairs of
office scizssors used: they must have walked
away. Of pins 411 lbs. or 6,376 one-ounce
packets were used, and pins are werth 53, a
Ib. Moreover, they are on the prohibited list,
Of nibs there were 195,984 used last year
and of steel drawing pins 43,300. Last year
those pins cost 3s. G6d. a box. String 3,110
balls, or 16,026 lhs. :

Hon. P. Collier: Those figures cover the
whole of the serviee.

The COLOXNTAL TREASURER: Quite so.
Bletting paper 202 reams, worth about £2 3s,
per ream; penholders 7,585, fountain pens—
these seem to go hefore Fou know they are
there.  These are the things we are looking
into. The existing system of dealing with
publiec stationery has not been very satisfae-
tory, and we require to initiate a better sys-
tem. Although these may appear to be pet-
tifogging things to deal with, yet if we are
to have a syvstém, it should be sound in small
things as well as in big things. The pro-
bahility is that we have heen losing from
£1,500 to £2,000 a year in sheer waste. Mr.

Smith: Mow do yom recognise Mr.

Coming to Govern-’
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Payne says he thirks people do not realise
that these things belong to the publie, and
are being paid tor by public money; that
people seem to think they have a proprietary
interest in these things. We are going fully
into that matter. Fortunately we have a
pretty live officer and we may, thevefore, ex-
pect good results,

Mr. Smith: What salary is Mr. T'ayne on
nosw?!

The COLONIAL TREASURER:
clerk-in-charge at £276.

Hon. W. €, Angwin: He only happened
to be in a position to write a minute to the
Minister.

The COLOXNIAL TREASURER: We now
come to the Literary and Secientific Grants’ divi-
sion. I have reduced the Public Library and
Art Gallery by £300. This year therec was
a grant of £330 to the University to cover
the salary of the Irofessor of Agriculture
for six months. Previously we were paying
£700 on this item. From the Zoological Gar-
dens | have dedueted £125, and from the
Acclimatisation of fish, birds, and animals,
£33, Last year the Zvological Gardens bLad
a special grant of £250 for hotanical gar-
dens, but I have knocked that off. This divi-
sion would have shown a substantial reduc-
tion, but for the fact that a grant of £1,120
was made to the University for extension
work. That will not oeeur again. The Litho-
graphic Department shows a saving of £023,
Since the FEstimates were framed we have
reduced this amount by a further £814,
which gives a total saving of £1,737, Now
we come to the Printing Office.  Roughly,
there is hiere o deerease in expenditure—cov-
ering the whole of the departments—ot
£3,742, We estimate a  total saving of
£7,484, after paying Arbitration Court in-
ereases amounting to £532.  Mr. Simpson,
the Government Priuter, is very keen in see-
ing to what extent he can effect savings.
He aml Mr. Glyde are working together in
this. Al the old printed forms that have
accuninlated in the different departments we
propose to send to the Government Printer,
who "will print ‘‘eaneelled’’ arross the form
and use the reverse side” for printing a new
form. This will effect a saving of not
merely hondredweights, but tons of paper,
which is at abnormal price to-day. Con-
sequently, we shall here cffect a substantial
saving in cash.

Mr. Smith: Why ddees he not save on the
‘“Government Gazette’'?

The COLONIAT, TREASURER:
probably your little fad, Let the man have
a chance. When ] {ind a man doing his hest
to effeet ceonomies, T am not going to worry
him with pin-pricks. Tn respect of the Tax-
ation Department, T candidliy tell the Com-
mittee that I have not yet gone thoroughly
into i, for this reason: at the present time
additional work is entailed in the bhringing
of the dates into line with the Common-
wealth dates, and there is going to be addi-
tinal work in connertion with the nmew
taxation measures. DMoreover, the Premier
has agreed to a conference of taxation offi-
cers of the Commonwealth and the State,
with a view to handing ‘over the

He is

That is
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work of the Commonwealth Department to the
State Department. The Prime Minister has
exprested his approval of the proposition, and
if he finally agrees the whole of the work of
the Cowmeonwealth Taxation Department will
be done by the State taxation officers, and as
far as possible, the taxation returns will he
made identical, so as to obviate the irritation
¢reated hy the necessity for sending in two
very different returns. The department shows
an increase of £3, but, as I say, T have net
gone fully into it, hecause of the ecircnm-
stances 1 have mentioned. The Workers’
Homes Board appears to bhe in a very satis-
factory position indeed. - They have had to
effect a few foreclosures, but the loss on those
amounts to only £180, while the profif on the
year’s opcrations has been £1,297. The board
informs me that the payments have been won-
derfully well maintained and that tenants gen-
erally are taking a deep interest in their pro-
perties. Tn the division ‘‘Miscellaneous Ser-
viees?? T have made some reductions, and there
will be more to come. In regard to the Home
of Peace¢ grant, 1 have cut it down hy £100,
tor T found they had a credit balance of £580,
So, too, in regard to the Cottage-by-the-Sea
Convaleseent Home, I found they had a eredit
balanez of £342, I have cut lown hy £100 the
subsidy to Reseue and Prison Gate work, for
I found that there was not much eontrol cxer-
cised over the money. 1 have determined to
strike out the grants to sailors’ homes at Al-
bany, Bunbury, and Fremantle, for I found
that what we were giving to those homes was
really being spent in administrative costs, and
the sailors were getting very litile henefit. For
the Presh Air League this year we have paid
£423 to the goldficlds, and notified the league
that it was to be the final® subsidr, until
times look up again. The Tome for Triendless
Women at Boulder has been closed. T hava
struck omt the grant to the Royal Life Saving
Society tecause I found it was simply going
in salaries.

The Afinister for Works: Some of these
grants, which you say you have struck out,
still appear on the Estimates, although in re-
Auced amounts.

The COLONIAL "TREASURER: 1 mean
that I have reduced them and intimated that
this would be the last payment, that next year
they will be struck out altogether. The contri-
bution to the Fire BPrigade Board shows a re-
duction of £694, The payment of £645 for the
free passes of memhers of Parliament over fhe
Midland railway represents aciual fares. I am
having thoroughly analysed the payment of
£1,500 to the State Railway Department to
cover all charges for free passes, gpecial traing
and cars, ete, There is no doubt there have
been abuses under this item, and we require to
put it on some more satisfactory basis. Num.
bers of public servants have received free
passes, the issue of which wag not justifiable.
Probably, if the Commissioner of Railways had
been paid fully last year for services under
this jtem, he would have received something
like £4,700. Tt is net fair to him. We have
heen issuing free passes for all kinds of dutics
in all kinds of ways, and it is time we inaug-
urated a proper system, and stated what fares
should be charged where now free passes are
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given, and at what rate those fares should be
charged. The State railways are not going to
carry dead heads where I ¢an avoid it.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But, even if the
£4,700 had been paid, it would be nothing
more than a book entry.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Still, if
those who got the free passes paid, the Rail-
ways wonld he getting the money. Tn respect
of grants for parks, recreation grounds, ete,,
last year £3,100 was voted and £2350 cx-
pended. I have taken £200 off the King’s
Park Board and, sceing that the others last
year did not seem to want anything, I cut them
down a little too.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Some of them wanted
it, but you eat them down just the same,

The COLONTAL TREASURER: That is
quite possible. T cannot claim to be doing all
this on any svstem of high elass equity. The
Police Benefit Fund, of course, represents a
special subsidy on contributions. ‘‘Retiring
Allowanees’?: T will give the Committee a list
of these. Coming to Royal Commissions, that
on Esperance lands has finished up. We made
them a last pavment of £550. Commissions in-
quiring into charges against Dr. Stevens and
into the Nevanas comtract have also finished
up. The Commission on Agriculfural Industries
have this vear been paid £990 to date, and the
total vote is only £1,000. For the Cost of Liv-
ing Commission T have onlvy £500.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Knock out both of
those.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The Pre-
mier has notified both of them that he desires
them to close up.

The FPremier: That is so.

The COLOXIAL: TREASURER: The others
are wiped ont by having finished their labours,
fRefond of Revenne’’ is always an awkward
item. It is merely a book entry. Only last year
I received the money shown here, and I have
to refund it thiz vear.  The ¢‘Government
Gazette”’ indices we are doing in the Govern-
ment Printing Office.  The amount of £750 for
“*Toeidental’? is for conferences, and fhat sort
of thing. It was anticipated that there wonld
he an increase of £2,849 on ‘‘Interest nand Ex-
change,”’ but I am thankful to say that we
have managed to save that, largely, and T hope
that in the end there will not he anything un-
der this #oem. “‘Departmental advertising’’
we lhave gone iuto thoronghly and we find it
ean te eut down by €300, The item ‘‘ National
Volunteers’ Service. Maintenahee and other
Expenses, £2,500,%" is, of course, new. Tt will
probably ereate some feeling among members,
but if the circumstances were to occur again
to-morrow, we would have to take the same
action, for it wonld be necessary to protect the
State. For experiments in the manufacture of
pottery we have provided £200. We helieve
that high class pottery can he manufactured
here, and where we find that we can start any
of these indusiries we are determined to make
the experiment, even if we have to spend a few
pounds on it. Now, I have a suggestion to
make to the Counnittee. Tt is that we should
offer honuses for suggestions. It is done 1m
every big concern in America and we do it in
one or two concerns here in which I am in-
terested. It gives very fine results. The sug-
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gestions would eome to me, or some other re-
sponsible Minister, who would see if they
were worthy of being put into actual prae-
tice. It so, we wonld then pay 2 bonus to the
maker of the suggestion to mark appreciation
of his efforts. They say that in the General
Post Office, as the result of this system, they
have saved scveral thousands of pounds in ad-
ministrative costs. I believe there are in the
public service men quite capable of making
suggestions that would save the eountry
money. Bt at present they are hampered.
They cannot always make suggestions to their
heads, beeause frequently it would impair the
goodl terms upon which they are with those
heads, If there are in the service men cap-
able of moking suggestions which would save
the country money, I say we should give them
bonuses. .And this system would not merely
result in the payment of a bonus to the men
who made valuable suggestions, but it would
mark them for advancemeni when the oppor-
tunity should oeceur. So, we would be effecting
savings amd picking out men capable of taking
higher positions.

Mr., Fuley: Does that refer to suggestions
put forward by members on the Address-in-
reply.

['.l‘hc COLONTAL TREASURER: I have
nothing further to say, but T shall be glad
to give any information that may be re-
quired when the items are being discussed.

MHon., W. € ANGWIN (North-East Fre-

mantle) [5.28]: After the Treasurer’s Bugd-

get sprech, it has not Dbeen general for an
explanation to he given by the Treasurer in
dealing with his Fstimates. But I want to
point ont onc or two matters in connegtion
with the Treasurer’s department, as this is
the only opportunity we shall have of
speaking on particular items in regard to
gsome of the votes. [ do not think the Gov-
ernment have acted altogether fairly in re-
gard to the parks vote. The amount for
eountry parks has been reduced hy 30 per
eont., whereas the amount voted for King’s
Park has not been reduced. An amount of
£1.000 is set down for the King’s Park,
while only £400 has been set aside for the
rest of the parks of the State. In my dis-
trict we have one of the best—if not the
hest—reereation grounds in  the whale of
Western Australia; T think I am safe in say-
ing that. I refer to Point Walter reserve,
which everyone must admit is a  heautiful
spot. Tt is a national park. When this re-
serve was taken over by the roads hoard
in that district there was a definite under-
taking that the Government should pay to
the roads board the amount of money which
the Government had been spending prev-
jously for the upkeep of this park, namely,
€100 per annum, The reserve at that time
was nof looked after in the manner that it
should have been. Since then the reserve
has become a very popular place. A large
number of visitors are encouraged to go
there; the place is kept clean, looked after
well, and now the Government say that this
board is not to have the amount of money
which had previously been spent upon it.
An undertaking given in the manner in
which this was given should be kept. The
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country vote for parks and reserves has been
reduced from £700 to £400, and this reserve
in the future is to go without any money
at all, This is one of the reserves for which
money was applicd, and it is unfair that the
ratepasvers of the distriet should bave to
keep up and improve that reserve without
any grant from the Government. It is as
murh a2 national park as the King’s Park,
and 1 think it is more popular than King's
Park; at any rate, more people visit the
place. I have seen as many as 35,000 or
6,000 people there on one day. 1 am pleased
that the Treasurer has drawn attention to
the compassionate allowances, and has
pointed out that these amounts nre set down
owing to a public serviee regulation—No. 80,
I think it is. These allowances are granted
under o publie serviee regulation, and are
part of the agrecement that officers come
under when they enter the service. If any-
thing happens aund an officer dies, then the
dependents should reveive a sum of nioney
from the Government. It is a part of the
agreement when an officer enters the service.
T want to point out how well the higher paid
officers are treated compared with the lower
paid officers. The other evening T referred
to the fact that warders of prisons for discip-
linary reasons were remdéved from the public
service regulations, and I cited the case of an
official who had been receiving a salary of £3
a week. There was a definite wndertaking that
the Government should pay these allowanees. I
notice that JMrs. Loveday is set down on the
Estimates for a compassionate allowance of
£32. That is for long service leave due to
the officer, who died. I think she only re-
ceived £28, The Minister told e that this
matter had not heen finalised. T know that

the elaim was refused,  However, it is
to come up for consideration again, and
I hoepe that during recess the amount

will he paid; if not, T shall refer to the mat-
ter next year when the Estimates are dis-
cussed, There is a large amount of mongy
set down this year for maintenance
and other expenses in connection with the
national volunteer service, That will pgive
nembers an opportunity of dealing with this
guestion, and T want to say that the way in
whirh these expenses were incurred by the
Government is not altogether in the best in-
terests of the State. 'The money has been ex-
pended in assisting a number of shipowners
to earry on their business, and at a jime when
the diffieulty that existed eould have been
casily removed. T have said before, and I re-
peat it, that the Premier and some of his eol-
leagues—T will not say all of them—adid their
utmost to try to get the emplorers and em-
ployees together to overcome the difficylty
which then existed. But the emplovers defi-
nitely and distinctly refured to agree to the
request of the Premier and his colleagues.
At the fime these emplovers refused the pro-
posal of the Government, money was Jbeing
spent to as-ist the shipowners. Tf the em-
ployers had agrecd to the request of the Pre-
mier the difficulty would have been easily
overcome.

Mr, Thomson: What was the request of the
Premier?

-
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Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: That there should
be a conference?

Mr. Thomson: Did be not grant all the re-
quests made?

Hon. W, Q. ANGWIN: I shall not deal
with that matter now. A deputation waited
on the Premier, who asked the employers to
meet the employeces in conference, but the em-
ployers refused. If the matter was not worth
diseussing it was not likely that there would
bave been much trouble. The request was made
to the employers threc times by the Premier, I
think, The employers had the power to refuse
the Premier’s proposal, and they did so. Why
shonld the Government pay away money to
assist people to fight the men when the whole
matter could have been easily settled? There
were many acensations made at that time
against the wmen employed on the Fremantle
wharves. I have here an extract from the
““West Australian’’ dated the 13th October,
1917, and before I read it I may say that I
do not believe it. It wns just after the first
ship arrived from Melbourne—the *‘Dim-
hoola’’—and it was issued by the Melbourne
Steamship Co. It says— i

The Melbourne 8.8, Company has issued

a statement in which it is said that the cost
of unloading the ‘fDimboola’ by velun-
tary labour on the occasion of her former
visit to Fremantle was 20 per cent. less
than the average cost for such work, while
the losses from pillage, namely, goods miss-
ing from packages, was only £3 as against
an average of £80 per trip uswally sus-
tained on a vesgel of similar cargo carrving
capacity. Though a total of 300 tons of
drapery was carried, not one claim for loss
in this direction was received.

Mr. Munsia: Yes, a good deal went back
to Melbourne in the hottom of the boat.

Ion. W. C. ANGWIN: Some of the boys
employed on the wharves were not big enough
to wear long pants, and it is a erving shame
that these boys shonld be taken from a publie
institution and sent to work on the wharves.
I refer to an educational institntion in the
metropolitan area. T told an officer of the
departiment that if any of those boys met
with an aceident, fatal or otherwise, the in-
stitution ouglt to be responsible for sending
the bovs down there.

AMr. Stewnrt: They were volunteers.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: Volunteers!
the boys were sent therc.

Alr. Btewart: Where were they sent from?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T say it was a
scandal. My own little boy came home ane
day and said fo me, ‘*Why, there are hoys
down' there no bigger than I am.’’ T told
him that he could nof de the work, and he
said, ‘‘Never mind, T could get the moner.’’
One woman complained bitterly of her hoy
working there, and she went down to the
wharf and tried to eateh him,

Mr. Munsie: They have ruined that sehool
for ever,

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: 1 said at that time
that if T was on the bench and a case eame
forward T would have eommitted the respon-
sible persoms for manslaughter. It was not
right to send these children to de that dangerous
clasa of work. We¢ have been told that a good

-

Why,
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deal of pillaging took place Lefore the so-called
national workers were engaged on the wharf.
A conference was held not very long ago deal-
ing with lnterstate shipping, and partieularly
in regard to Havbour Depuartments. For the in-
formation of hon. members, T will real an ex-
tract from the statement made at this con-
ferenee hy the secretary of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust at the time when this matter
of pillaging was under discussion. I am econ-
fident that cvery hon. member, provided he is
uot biussed, will after hearing this come to
the conelusion that the insinuations made in
the article of the “*West Australian’’ on 13th
October are without founddtion, and that the
thieving and pillaging whieh are supposed fo
tuke place upon the wharves at Iremantle
are not applicable in the way that the news.
paper sought to show, e know that pillag-
ing has taken place amongst the employees of
private firms, and that pillaging has also
taken place on the wharves. Only tast week a
man was canght robbing a soldier’s kit which
was coming back with him from the Front.
This man was not prosecutcd. Ile was a na-
tional worker, so-¢alled, and the aunthorities
disl not want the public to know about it
Thizs man was eanght in the very act of tak-
ing photograpls out of a soldier’s kit bag.

Ifon. I. Collier: That is justicz,

AMr. Munsic: These loyalists are rvespectable
people!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: TUnfortunately,
peeple of this type are found in all sections
of the community., I mention this to show
that the so-ralled national workers are not ex-
enit from any charges of pillaging that may
he made,

Mr. Munsie: They arc seabs, purely and
simply.
dlon. W. O, ANGWTIN: Dealing with the

question of packages for which reccipts were
given by the Harbour Trust, Mr. Stevens
saul—

We give a receipt for the number of
packages, but we argue that whereas tally-
ing is a diffeult matter at any time, it is
almost impossible by artificial light to dis-
corn the many trickeries there are in fixing
packages up to get them past a tally-clerk.
I have an interesting museum in my office,
showing the econtents of packages, which
have been opened in the sheds, where we
have in many eases given elean reeeipts.
The coustgnees have in some of these cases,
too, given us a clenn reccipt, and after-
wards the packages have been opened up.
T heard of a cace of a package which was
supposed to contain a motor-car, which
when opened was found to be minus the
motor-car,

Several delegates: What was in the case?

Mr. T, Stevens (Western Australia):
Pieces of pig ironm, odd ends of railway
rails, blocks of wood, etc.,, ecnough to make
somewhere about the required weight. We
have had instances where we have given
clean receipts for ecases of spirits—brandy,
whisky, and the like—which when opened
were found to contain bottles of bilge
water and eoven worse. Cases of soap filled
with blocks of wood and rubbish from New
York, cases of olive oil from Waples filled
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with pumice and scoria, cases of cheese
from Denmark filled with pavieg stones,
and se forth. The versatility of the cargo
pillagers is unending, but their work in-
variahly poinls te the fact that they have
had ample epportunity amd time to effect
their purpose undisturbed, and whercas this
can cometimes be done on bearl ship, it is
equally often done hefore the gools are
shipped. Manifestly, a motor-car cannot be
taken out of a easc on hoard ship, and
neither can it be dene on a wharf, not at
any rate on our wharves, I had an instance
not long ago where a ease containing boxes
of Havanna cigars, for which we had given
a clean reeeipt, was found to ke pillaged of
abont £43 worth of the contents, and in
place of the -hoxes missing there had been
placedl a shed broom, a storeman’s apron,
and =ome straw, to prevent raftling, but
there was alvo a  tell-tale confectioner’s
paper bag bearing the name of a Hamburg
tradesinan,  The case bad luin in a trans-
shipping thed at Ilamburg,  Thes: are the
instances in whick T consider myself justi-
fied in r:fusing a claim in spite of a clean
receipt.
It will be scen that o good deal of the pillag-
ing for which the workers at Fremantle are
comlemned, really takes place hefore the ship
commeitces her voyage, or on heoard the ship
prior to the arrival at her destination, but
for all that, the Jumper is the man who is
condemned all the time and held responsible
for cvervthing.
Mr. Teeslale: Nnt the motor-car, sorely,
Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: T reallv cannot say.
I have given to hon. members the statement
as it was maide by the secretary of the Har-
hour Trust at this econference. It there is
any tronhle, the lumper gets the blame and is
classedl as a thief and vagabhond throushout
the State. This has been saidl so often that
people have begun to bhelieve it. Ta my
opinion these men have been unjustly con-
demned.
Mr, Green: The present erowd down there
would steal a ship.
Homn. W, C, ANGWIN: JMr. Stevens goes
on to sav—
In the year endint 30th .Tuone, 1903, cur ex-
penses  were  £23,500, and our receipts
£23.900. while our claims were £132.
Mr. Teesdale: For 12 months?
Hon. W, €. ANGWIXN: Yes. 'The secretary
of the Harbour Trust continues—
In 1906, our expenses were £21,500 and our
receipts €£23,400. The c¢laims paid were £34,
Tn 1907, our expenses were £20,200 aml onr
receipta £22.00, vhile our claims were £94.
Tn 1908 experscs £21.200, receipts 22400,
and claims £1G6. Tan 1909, cxpenses £18,600,
receipts £20,000, claims £100. TIn 1910, ex-
penses  £25,500, reeeipts  £27,700, elaims
£110.  Tn 1911, expenses £30,300, receipts
only £21,000,
Mr. Stevens then went on to evplain that the
difference between receipts and expenditure
represented the gross amount, and that out of
this the Trust had to take administration
charges, inclading e¢laims. He continved—
Our elaimy were £190 in 1411, In 1912,
our expences were £35,300, and receipts

943

£35,300, and our claims were £179. In 1913,
our expenses were £44,3(0 and our receipts
£48,300, The claims were £255. In 1914,
our expenses were £49,000, our receipts
were £51,000, and claims £141. In 1915 our
expenses were £39,500, our receipts were
£41,200, and our claims were £75. In 1916,
our expenses were £31,000, our receipts
£50,000, and our claims £94,000.
1 would point out that it is not the custom
of merchants to take delivery of damaged
gooils.
tlon. J. Mitehell: They often do take their
eases away in that condition.

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: They certainly
wateh them very closely.
Mr, Stewart: The Barbour Trust absolves

themselves of liability after 5 o’clock at night.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: Quite right too. T
intreslueed a Bill to zlter this hour, but the
merchiants were against it.  Tf the light is
bad at night time, and the Harhour Trust,
who are acting on bchalf of the Government,
cannot examine a case properly, especially
when it is landed from overseas, so that they
can give a receipt that everything is in order.
they should not he called upon io take further
responsibility. Yery often, too, their em
ployces are working after hours in order te
get o ship away at due time. These are the
claims which have been made npon the Ilar-
hour Trust, as quoted by the seeretary of that
hodv, and shoulil be conclusive proof that the
statement which appeared in the ‘\West Aus-
tralinn’’ in regard to the ‘‘Dimboola’ is en-
tirely wrong.

Mr, Munsie: That statement was put in at
the time of the strike.

ITon. W, €, ANGWIXN: It was put in to
canse a disturbanee, as far as possible.  Dur-
ing the industrial erisis at Fremantle every
effort was made to induce these men to kick
up a row. This was ane of the events desired
by those who were opposing the men.  They
wantel to get the men angry so that they would
cause a disturbance, as thev knew well if they
conld bring this about, that the little sym-
pathy which was heing extended to them
would be immediately withdrawn., These men
have pot up with a great deal that no mem-
her of this Chamber would have put up with,
The statement was even made ‘We have you
in the dirt, and we will roll you in it,”’ and
big upstanding men have simply walked by
those who had been making that statement
without raring a word, Keeping quiet and pre-
serving order, and asgisting the police in every
way ther coould. Any disturbanee which has
taken place has been less than wae seen under
normal ronditions. One or two cases have
been brought before the court, hont in almost
every instance the case arogse because of the
provocation brought about by persons who
shoull have avoided anything of that nature.
One man was fined £3, He pleaded guilty at
once. He was a small man, but when two of the
national workers attacked him he knocked
hoth of them out. 1In the ecircumstanees he
willingly paid the fine. Even at this Jate hour
the Government shouid do something to bring
ahont hetter conditions than at present pre-
vail at Fremantle. Orders have gone forth
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that the national worker shall come first, the
soldier cecond, and the ordinary lumper third.

Mr. Teesdale: You do not believe that?

Hou, W, C, ANGWIN: It is true,

Alr, Munsie: 1t has been done. There ig no
question about its net being true,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I do not say that
the Government are responsible for this, for
I do not think they are, but the faet remains
that these orders have gone forth at Fre-
mautle.

Mr. Teesdale: By whom were they issued?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: By the man who is
charged with picking up the men required.

-Mr. Teesdale: Not Cox.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: A commiftee has

been uappointed. A gentleman who is con-
nected with shipping—not a  Ilumper or a
wharf lubourer—said to me the other day,
““If yom went down to-morrow and regis-
tered yourself as a mnational worker, you
would get preference in omployment before
the lnmpers’ union.’’ Some of those who
are the biggest employers of labour at Fre-
mautle to-day are not in accord with ghe
manner in which labour is being taken on.
The committee which is working eonjointly
on behalf of the Federal authorities and the
State anthorities and sometimes takes its
instructions from the Federal authorities, for-
gets that we bave in this State sovereign
powers and that we are governed by a State
Government. The position is that the nat-
ional worker and the soldier get the prefer-
ence. The so called national workers are
not the national workers who went to the
assistanee of the Government Jduring the
time of the trouble. T think T can safely
say that there arc only about 70, or at the
outside 80, of the original national workers
remaining there.  The others now there
have come since the original trouble was sot-
tled. TFrom information in my possession,
I am prepared to take an oath in a court of
law that there are no lgss than G5 unnatur-
alised aliens rezistered to  work on  the
whurf,

Mr. Teesdale: Tt is a shame,

Ifon. P. Collier: And there are any num-
ber of naturalised Germans.

Mr, Teesdale: They ought to be dismissed.

Hon. W, 0, ANGWIN: In reply to o gues-
tion T asked the Premier, that hon. gentle-
man gave me infermation whieh has been
supplied te him. He was not in a position
to ehe<k it; he could only reply according
to the information furnished fo him hy the
officials to whom he applied. TFrom whom
he obtained that information, T do not know.
The number of aliens who are nbt natural-
ised at all was given in the Premier’s reply
as 16. But from rcliable information in my
possession, I am prepared to take my oath
that the number is 65. I say there are 65
persons not British subjects who are em-
ployed on the Fremantle wharves. I do not
objeet to the 77 naturalised British subjocts
so much, but I do object to these 65. Greeks
are there earning £3 or £6 per week, and
without kith or kin in Western Australia.
They are sending their muney out of the
State, whila the lumper with perhaps a large
family. who may have been earming his live-
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lihood on the wharves for 30 years, is, to-
gether with his family, unable to obtain the
necessaries of life, That is what is happen-
ing in Premantle to-day. What I have
stated are facts, and not in any way cxag-
gerated allegations. Let me say again that
I only ask the Government to use their in-
fluence to prevent the continuance of such a
state of things.

Mr. Teesdale: What is the remedy?

Howr, W. €. ANGWIN: I ean give the rem-
edy, which, if carried into effect, will prove
a very quick remedy—that ihe Government
ask the Harbour Trust to resume immed-
tately the old conditions; that is, to pick the
hest men for the work.

Mr. Green: Trrespective of who they arve,
o long as ther arve Britishers,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes.

Hon, J. Mitehell: What about the prefer-
ence to unionists?

Hor, W. G, ANGWIN: There is no pref-
crence to unionists now. That has heen
wiped out by the Federal Avbitration Court.
Let tle Fremantle Harbour Trust take the
initiative and employ the best men for the
work. Tn that ease, I assure hon. members,
it would not he long before all the old lum-
pers were at work again. Ounly a few days
ago the sight was witnessed of three or four
slings full of goods hanging over the side
of a ship with no one to receive them bhe-
vause the men employed on the wharf were
not equal to the work, were mnot quick
enough to take the goods from the slings.
The State is paying for that delay; not the
ship owners.  If there are any losses in-
earred hy the Harbour Trust in  working
eargo, there is less revenue for the Treasurer;
because any surplus revenue received hy the
trast is paid into the Treasury, While the
foremen have to employ men whowm they do
not want hecanse it is known that they can-
not do the worlk, the bnsiness eannot be con-
dueted satisfactorily, T ask anv hen. mem-
her, would he put up with such a state of
affairs in his own husiness?

Mr. Green: And the Fremantle Iarbour
Trust are the largest employers,

Mon, W, C, ANGWIN: Yes. That state of

“things eould he remedied in a very little wlile,

with advastage to the State finaneially, as
well as removing any diffieulty which may ex-
ist at Fremantle. Let me say, too, that the
Tremantle Tumpera’ Union are anite willing
to work with the nationalists. 1 have told the
Premier that already.

Hon. J. Mitehell:
eigners.

Hon. W. €, ANGWTN: T agree with the
hon, member that ther ovght not to be com-
relled to work with the foreigners.

The Colonial Treasurer: Is it from the men
that yon are giving this assurance?

Hon, W. (', ANGWIN: They have given the
Premicr that assurance already.

The Colonial Treasurer: DBut this happens
to come under me at present,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN: The secretary of the
mmion told me point-blank that the men did
not ohject to that at all, becanse preference
under the Arhitration Court award is gone.
All that the old lumpers ask is that they should

But not with the for-
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be given the same chance as the others—not
one first, and then a second, and then, ** You
can go home.’” T have said before, and 1 say
now, that T realisec some of the nationalists
honestly believed that what they were doing
was in the interests of the State. T say again
that some of the uationalists went to the
wharves from a truly national standpoint.
They were honest in doing that work. They
belicved that the aclion which had then been
taken was detrimental to the Lest interests of
the State, and they tried to relieve the posi-

tion. But when the trouhle finished, they left. .

they went away from the wharves. According
to statements recently published bv Jlinisters
in the Press, there were 2,000 or 3,000 national
volunteers regristered for work. Sceing that ont
of that nnumher only 70 or 80 remain on the
wharves, it follows that the vast majority must
now be working in other avecations, Some of
them, T am aware, were sufficiently financial
not to need to waork on the wharves. However,
these men went awav as soon as the Inmpers
returned. The difficultv is as to the national
volunteers who have come since the trouble
ended, and who, if one may say so, zre not
frie natinnal velunteers. T again apveal tn
Ministers to relieve the difficulty which exists
at Fremantle, and which is a very seriouns dAiffi-
eulty. Anyone who has spent a little fime in
Fremantle mwst come to that conclusion, T re-
agret that the diffienlties existing there at pre-
sent ore not known to the great majority of
our people. Manv of the men affeeted will egn
without food before communicating their need
to others. There are members of this Commit-
tee who ean hear me out in that statement. In
the circumstanecs, it is a eryving shame and a
disgrace to this country that a British State
should allow 63 unnaturalised foreigners to he
registered for work on the wharves to the ex-
clusion of British subieets, to the exelusion of
our own kith and kin,
Mr, Teesdnic: Hear, hear!

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: T know of a ense in
which a stevedore absolutelv refused to em-
ploy a man one day, and that man was sent
back to him the next dav, The stevedores have
no say in the rhatter. The foremen of the Fre-
mante Harbour Trust onght to he empowered
to empjoy the men whom they know to be able
to do the work. At present, they are ohliged
to employ men whom thev know to he incap-
able for the work; and the State has to pay
for that. [ shouold like to have a retnrn, though
T know it would take a long tiwe to prenare,
showing what has bheen the cost of working
cargo on the Fremantle wharves during the
last month or two. T mean, since the tronble
has been over; T know of course that under
the extraordinary conditions prevailing during
the tronble the eost was hound to be exeessive.
But, lei me ask, what has it cost the Govern-
ment since the trouble has emded, outsifle the
£25007 T appeal to the Government for fair
play to the lumpers; and, once the men receive
that, T have no doubts as tn the future.
_Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam}) [6.13]:
The Treasurer made reference, in the courae of
his statement, to the payment of pensions. I
consider there should be no doubt about what
is to happen to a man officially retired—if he
is entitled to a pension, there should be no
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douht about his receiving the pension. So long
as it is onr syvstem to grant pensions, the mat-
ter should not be left in the hands of any
Ministry.

Hon. P. Coltier:
tioned pensions.

Hon. J. MITCHELI.: The Treasurer re-
ferred to pensions and compassionate allow-
ances.

Hon. P. Collier: The Committee is not con-
cerned with pensions which represent statu-
tory obligations.

The Colonial Treasurer: The pensions I re-
ferred fo are pensions under the regulations.

Hen, J. MITCHELL: Certain pensions will
have to he paid.

The CHATRMAN :
diseussing pensions?

ITon. JJ. MITCHELL: Yes.

The CHATRMAXN: There is nothing before
the Chair in that regard.

MMon. J. MIUTCIIELL: Dut theve is some-
thing in these ISstimates as to compassionate
allowanees. I suppose I ean diseuss those. The
member for North-Fast Fremantle (Hon, WL
C. Angwin) mentioned the question of a com-
passionate allowauce to a warder at the Fre-
mantle gaol. It appears that some time ago
the Fremantle warders were advised that on
deatih their relatives would reeceive two weeks?”
pay for each year of sgervice. T understand
that is in aeccordance with an Execntive Coun-
c¢it order. Tt ought to he observed. Moreover,
whatever is done in the case of one eivil ser-
vant in this way should be done for all c¢ivil
servants.

The Colonia! Treasurer: That is how pre-
cedents are constantly being set up. By con-
sidering individuals we set up precedents which
we cannnt get out of afterwards.

Hen. T, MITCHETL: Years ago this right
was set np by a Government of this State;
and until the right is rescinded we should re-
sre-t it. -

TTon. P. Collier: “What right?

Hon. J. MITCIHELL: The right, on retire-
ment, to compassionat® altowances.

The Treasnrer never men-

Is the hon. member now

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Ton, J. MTITCHELL: T was referring to
the civil serviee and the guestion of retiring
allowances. T do mot know anything more
likely to disturh the service, or ereate dis-
satisfaction, than the refusal to henour an
undertaking which has heen given. Tt should
he rvemembered that the greater number of
civil servants are not very highly paid, and
when they retire on account of age, or in
severing  their connestion with the depart-
ments in which they have been employed,
we sltould not go back on the provision con-
tained in the regulation dealing with retire-
ments. We know there is general dissatis-
faction in the service on account of the dis-
parity in the salaries which are paid. Take,
for instance, the accountants. In one depart.
ment it will be seen that the salary paid is
£384, in another it will be £336, in another
perhaps £400, and in the Taxation Depart-
ment, which is a fairlv big department, the
salary i3 only £276. There is a great =imil-
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arity in the work which has to be performed
and it is diffienit to account for the disparity.
Perhaps the positions do mot earry equal res-
pousibility, but they all oceupy atteution and
time,

Hon, . Collier: They have been classified
by the Commissioner.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Notwithstanding
thag, we are entitled to call nttention to the
fact. 1 do not propose to discuss the ques-
tion of the labonr employed at Fremantle,
except to say that if forcigners are employed
to any extent, it is a very serious state of
affairs and should not be allowed to continie.

The Premier: They have not been employed
by the (overnment,

Hon, P. Collier. The Harbour Trust is a
semi-Government hody.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: At any rate, we must
not miss the opportunity of protesting. With
regard to the Lstimates generally, I do not
know that any good ean be served by discus-
sing them at length. The Treasurer has told
us that already considerable alterations of a
satisfoctory nature have beern made since
they wero framed. We ‘can only hope that
the savings will be real and that the end of
the year will show us a substantial decrease!

Mr, HOLMAN ({Murchison) [7.835]: The
Treasurer has pointed out the directions in
which many savings can be cRected. I
think that by stopping the small leakages a
considerable benefit will acerue. There have
heen many of these in the past, and in the
long run they amount to a eonsiderable thing.
We krow that it requires a man  with a
kuowledgs of the inner working of the de-
partments to deteet these leakages.  They
extst  in  every braneh of the serviece, and
they have been allowed to groew for many
years past until they have beecome extrava.
gances. Tt is satisfactory to know that the
Trensurer has taken a step in the direetion
of stopp'ng the leakages and improving the
administration of the wvarious departments.
Exception has been taken to some of the rve-
marks which have been made in conncetion
with the service, but although we must admit
there are some valuable officers in the ser-
vice, it is ensy to understand that they will
drift inte siipshol methods, anlt earry on
their work loosely if there is no supervision.
It some kind of systom is in force, the offi-
cers will give the best that ‘s in them, and
the State will benefit. The criticism wrhich
as been levellel at the serviee can only re-
sult in good. I have not eriticised any of
the departments to any extent beeavse I
realise that ihe greater part of the year has
gone, hut it is as well for the Goverument to
know that if the promised reforms have not
taken place hefore next session, drastic ae-

tion must follow when Parlinment meets
again., The remarks which were made hy
the Treasurer with regard to the rompas-

sionate allowances were quite justified, and
shonld make us consider the conditions under
which we are working. Tt frequently bhap-
pens that a highly paid official mects with
some misfortune, or dies, and his family, who
should have heen well provided for during the
lifetime of that highly paid official, receive
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generous treatment at the hands of the State.
That is not the case with the ordinary work-
ing man, who may have toiled throughout his
life for a mere pittance. When anything
happens to him, his family drift into poverty,
and when they are given assistance from the
State it is in the form of charity. What else
is & compassionate allowance but charity?
Then with regard to pensions, if a man on re-
tiring reccives a pension for services ren-
dered it is looked upon as a decoration, but
if an old man gets a pension to which he is
entitled, that is c¢harity puorely and shnply.
I see no difference between the two, and the
sooner this matter is put on a fair and equit-
able hasis, the better it will be for everyone
concerned. The Treasarer pointed out that
large suma lhad becen voted as compassionate
allowances for several people, but it is quite
possillle that those people did not want any
finaneial assistance; their position may have
been such as to place thém heyond requiring
help from the State. It is satisfactory to
know that the Treasurer i3 going to investi-
gate these matters. T agrez with the Trea-
surer’s romarks with reference to the Savings
Bank, TIf the husiness of an institution in-
creases, no oue will object to additional ex-
penditure, but it is when the expenditure is
going up, and the business is going down,
that we must move in the direction of stop-
ping the drift. “The State cmploys a number
of inspectors, who go about the country visit-
ing schools and buildings, but I have come
neross places which have been even without
a fence for 10 or 12 vears past, and suddenly
it s found that the anthorities have awakened
to the fact that fences are required, Then,
of course, they were crected when there was
no oceasion ior them to be erccted, and when
the woney might have been speat in many
better divections, T know of a school at the
present time which is nobt serving many peo-
ple, and which, eonsequently, is of not mueh
use, yet instructions were recently issned
that eertain improvements shonld be effected
to that huilding, Of course the officer res-
ponsible for the reccommendatipn knew that,
uniees he made some recommendation, his

ocenpation would be gone. Tn these days
of stress we should make every effort
to Dring azhout veforms and to e¢conom-

ise, and public officers rhould be prepared to
suffer to some extent just the same as pri-
vate iadividuwals. I notice that fhere has
Been a rednction in literary and scientific
grants, but T hepe the Treasurer will realise
that, in outback centres like Wiluna, Peak
Mill and Meekatharra, the small sum of £20
or £30 means a great deal Those places
shouldl not he forgotten entirely; they ave
worthy of the utmost consideration, because
the pioneers who have been, and are still there,
have to face great disahilities and are obliged
to pay the maximum price for everything they
require.

The Colonial Treasurer: They are entitled
to 7s. 6d. for every £1 contributed.

Mr. HOLMAN: T have experienced difficulty
in getting assistance for them. The Treasurer
has pointed to many savings effected in the
Government Printing Office. All material
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useil in that department hus considerably ad-
vanced in price. 1 was glad to hear that ma-
terial, such as the paper in obsolete forms,
which previously had been wasted is now be-
ing used again, Even in this department, in
all prubability, there are officers reveiving
more than they are justly entitled to. The
case of Mr. Kessell has been again mentioned
this evening, but there are throughout the
service a number of men of his_stamp.

Mr. Thomson: Did he get more than he was
entitled to?

Mr. HOLMAX: At all events he asked for
more than he really got. The Premier, in re-
ply to a question. spoke of a certain return-
ing officer, and saidd that he was ocenprying a
very important position, and therefore had to
he kept on. Other officers, some of whom
have been to the war and returned, would
very much like to he priven similar positious.
Not all our public servants devote their foll
time to their offices, and T am convineed that
if this werc to be inquired into it would be
found that there is considerable room for re-
form. Many well paid officers take on other
jobs. and so find it impossible to give their
midivided attention to their duties in the de-
partment. Some departments we fiml are
working well, and so are deserving of ecradit,
but in regard to eertain others this cannot he
said. Nexst session 1 will make it my business
to partienlarise on this question, and point
out eertain officers who, in my opinion, are
not doing their duty. I think the Taxation
Department is not administering taxation in
mining centres to the hest advantage. I men-
tioned this when the taxation proposals were
Fefore the House, We were then told that
the Bills introdueed would prevent the Taxa-
tion Department from unduly penalising the
mines,

The Minister for Mines: Provision is being
made this year.

Mr. HOLAAXN: But it is ten years since
I first brought up the question. We were
then informed that certain measures wonld
overcome the difficulty. I believe that the
Taxation Commissioner, perhaps through an
excess of zedl, is overstppirg his adminis-
trative powcers. Take the ease of a mining
man who has another business. I know of
one who runs an acrated water works. His
income fram that ecnterprise amounts to a
large sum annnally.  Also from one of the
mines which he owns he receives a fair in-
come. But he has spent every penny of his
income, and more which he has had to hor-
row, in developing other mining properties.
T ddo not think ke shounld bz penalised, sering
that he has put hiz monev into the develon-
ment of mining. That same man pail for
the sinking of a shaft. which is called eapital
expenditure. Bat after sinking a shaft it
may be found that the property is not worth
any more than a rotten ease of fruit which
a storckeeper has bought, Tn such a case the
storekeeper would not he penalised.

The Colonial Treasurer: There is the High
Court decision; you cannot get away from
that.

Mr. HOLMAXN: But we ought to get away
from it. They classify the sinking of a shaft
as capital expenditure. Suppose the shaft is
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sunk 2t Wiluna, and it bas to be timbered
from Three Springs; the eost of that timber
put ioto the shaft is regarded as eapital ex-
penditure. Then exira freight has to be paid
on that timber to Meekatharra, aud, for cart-
ing it to Wilia, £20 per ton; and one is
taxed on the extra amount. That js unfair,
and it strikes directly at the man opening up
the country. The Government shoulll take
this question into consideration, beeause I
know from expericnce that it is keeping some
of our best men from doing necessary devel-
opment work in mining. This could be
largely overcome by the administration of the
department; if not the Government shonld
take other steps to sze that provicion is made
to assist theosz men who have done se much
in the past aml are wiiling to do even more
in the future, if given a fair chance. The
Commissioner of Taxation in his administra-
tion has shown a certain amount of latitude.
1 give him credit for that. But if he can
slivw Hatitude to a certain extent, surely he
can do the rest, and refrain from penalising
those men. He quoted a case mentioned by
the Treasurer, the easo of one of the mines
on the Eastern goldfields. Tt was tried hefore
the Supreme Court, and T must admit that the
Commissioner met me at every furn, and gave
the man a fair time in which to make his pay-
ment; although, #s a matter of fact, he never
lad the money to make the payment, because
he had te pay it all out. To get revenue for
one mine’ they opened wp an adjoining pro-
perty, notwithstanding whieh they were peou-
alised to the fell. Yet a business man who,
having two businesres, makes a prefit on one
and a loss on the other, is allowed to offset
the profit against the loss,

The Colonial Treasurer: That is not pro-
vided for in the Act.

Mr, WOLMAXN: But it is done to-day.
Surely if 2 man makes mining his business
he should be treated with the same considera-
tion as is shown to any other business man.
Certninly there i3 an clemenr of speculation
in mining, vet, after all, it is as m=eh a bosi-
ness as any other enterprise. T mlder the ex-
isting conlition of affairg, if his bnsiness of
mining proves an ahsolute failure, he has to
pay his taxation just the same. This condi-
tion eertainly should be amended. If it can-
rot be done by administration, the Govern-
ment should see what can be done by legisla-
tion. A good deal has been said a'out Roval
Commissions, and the Treasurer seemed to have
a very fair grasn of the situation. I think
there have been too many Rorva! Commissions.
Thev are al'owed to brild up hrge expenditure
which this State has to meet. We have Rowal
Comirissiors sitting to day.  Many of these,
not all of them, have Feen bhnilt up for the
purpose of giving somehody a soft job. For
the first tire in the history of our Estimates
we find au item of £2,500 for ¢ Nutional volun-
teers’ sorviee, wmaintenance amd  other  ex-
Jens ="' Awl that is not the only expendi-
ture involved. Prabably it runs to many other
thovsands, T am sorry the Government should
lend themselies {0 a poliey like this at such a
time, Surelv the Government will not overlook
the past cfforts of various workers in the na-
tional eause, workers who have sacrificed every-
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thing, even to their very lives, in the service
of their eountry. What is the item for? Are
we not enfitled to a definition of ‘‘mational
volunteer’’? So often have we heard the term
used that we begin to wonder what it means.
I say that the person who takes another man’s
plaee at a time like this may be a volunteer,
but is certainly not a nationalist. Tn times past
we have called such men by very different
names. At one time they were free labourers,
then they were blacklegs, then non-unionists,
then scabs, blie-noses, and loyalists. To-day
they are ealled national volunteers. Under that
name, T would remind the Premier, they are
just. the same at heart as the blacklegs and the
secahs. They are the same as any other rotten
apples. We cannot alter their inmost nature,
The memher for North-East Fremantie (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) said that many of those men
were hinbued with a national gpirit when thev
went along to do certain work. I believe that
to be correet. T (o not blame the men who did
the work, but 1 blame those who Jed them
away. A great many of our prominent people
led those men to make Tools of themselves, The
time will not be long in coming when the na-
tional volunteer shall be looked upon with the
same loathing as the seab and the backleg.

Mr, Thomson: Do you approve of the lump-
ers holding up shipping?

Mr. HOLMAN: No; not if they are being
fairly treated, and are allowed to meet and
express  their requirements and receive fair
consideration. Nor do T helieve in any other
seetion of the community holding up work
when fairly treated. Bnt at times they are not
treated fairly,

Mr. Thomson: Wus this sueh a time?

Mre, HHOLMAN: T Qid not go into the ques-
tion, for the simple reason that, being away, [
had not auy epportunity. But even seo, men
who will join forces with unnaturalized for-
eiguers, and with naturalised foreigners, in
some instapees more dangerous than the nn-
naturalised, are a disgrace to the posttions
thev hold. Tf an hon. member criticised those
nationalists ontside the House, he would have
to suffer as the leader of the Opposition has
suffered. Tt would be held that he was saying
something  detrimental to reeruiting. What
could he more detrimental to recrviting than
the action of the Government in Ziving assist-
ance to those men, and in keeping in their
positions men who are robbing others who have
their families to maintain? Even if the lump-
ers were misguided, the fact that they have
given their lifelong services to the country and
have nathing to show for it, not even enough
to eat, arrely entitles them to some considera-
tion. Rut instead of those men being allowed
to work anmd live and bring up their families,
the work is given away to foreigners, natural-
ised and unnaturalised. T know many em-
plovers who shouted loudest ‘‘God save the
King?’ and ‘‘Rule Britannia,’’ and who,
when speaking from the public platform,
expressed  broad mnationalist sentiments, but
who, even aflter the outbreak of +war,
were cmploying 60 to 80 per cent. Aus-
trians in their mines. Yel those men are
looked upon as leaders amongst us to-day.
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) has dealt with this matter
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pretty clearly, and more reasonable than I
could if T spoke us leng as he has spoken.
This is a matter that should be taken in band
at once. Even if the men at Fremantle made
a mistake and eventually saw the error of
their ways, that is ne reason why they should
not be placed in the position they oceupied
prior to making that mistake. They may have
heen tanght a lesson and bhrought to a reason-
able state of mind, The time will not be far
distant in this country and throughout Aus-
tralia when the name of nationalist or so-
called nationalist—it is Peing uwsed for politi-
eal purposes—will stink in the nostrils of the
people of the ecountry . T do not want to deal
longer with this mattér because one i3 in-
clined to hecome heated, and I Qo not wish to
delay the passage of the Estimates. T only
wish to briefly refer to matters where re-
forms ean be effected, but on some future
oceagion uniess the necessary referms are in-
trodueed, we shall have to find someone else
who will attend to matters than the present
Government. ~ The Government will have an
opportunity of geing into these questions and
as far as the Treasurer is concerned T am snre
he will try to bring forward reforms. If this
is not done, the next occasion when the Esti-
mates are introduced the Government will not
get off so easily as they have on this oceasion.

General dekate concluded; votes and items
diseussed as follow:—

Vote—Treasury, €11,216—ngreed to.

Vote—Aulit, £8,831:

Mr. SMITH: Tt is common knowledge that
the work of this department is cowsiderably
in arrears. The Mines Department has not
heen reportet on simca June, 1915. The same
remark max be appliel to State batteries.
It is unnecessary to-point out how serions the
position must be with regard to State bat-
teries, if the accovnts are not properly audited,
and T believe the State batteries have not heen
audited for six or seven years. The same
thing applies to the Repistration Department
anid the Savings Bank, one of our most impori-
ant departments, becausc it is entrusted with
the savings of millions of pounds helonging to
the people. The =ecurities of this departnent
have net heen dealt with by the aundit office in
a proper manner for many years. I bclieve
it is the practiee of the Audit Department to
have a look at the securities, the T.0.U’s.,, and
the various alleged securities they may have
in the safe, hut as to finding out the value of
the securities, the Audit Department take no
trouble in the matter at nll. The Savings
Bank may have advaneed considerable sums of
wmongy on securities which a few vears ago
might represent the amount borrowed, hnt to-
day the secnrities might have depreciated and
be not worth the paper they are written on.
In addition to adding up the ficures in the
books of the Savings Bank, it is the duty of
the Andit Department to see that the securities
are worth what they represent, or the people
who have money in the bhank have not the
seeurity they should have. What I say is
horne out by the faet that quite recently the
Savings Bank were advertising for sale by
auction a vacant block of land. It came as a
surprise to me that the Savings Bank were
lending money on vacant land. Tn so deing



[19 MarcH, 1918.]

they are assisting the land speculator. It is
ne doty of the Savings Bank to indulge in
transactions of that kind. If there was a
proper audit system, matters of that kind
would be brought to the light of day. 1 be-
lieve the Government Stores have not been
reported on since June, 1914. We have
the Treasurer’s word that the Govera-
ment Stores Department is very import-
ant und large sums of money may he
lost sight of altogether, I am  told
that instead of the Audit Department paying
attention to those important items like a
great many departments, they are building op
enormous files, spending time in writing min-
utes to one another, indulging in trivial mat-
ters that a business firm would get rid of in
a very short space of time. In conunection
with the dispesal of hog-wash at the Oid
Men's Home that has invelved the ereation of
a file that an ordinary individual would have
zettled in five minutes. There is a matter of
a small amount in eonnection with the Karra-
katta Cumetery and files have heen going
backwards and forwards for five or six
wmonths. The time has arrived when a com-
mittee of inquiry should investigate the meth-
oils adopted hy the Audit Department and see
whether the department could not be pilaced
on o better footing, When the nest Esti-
mates are being prepared, T trust the Trea-
surer will have an opportunity of looking into
these matters.

The Colenial Treasurer: If the Estimates
are to be ready by July next, there is not a
great deal of time.

Mr. SMITH: I know the Treasurer will do
his best amd I hope what I have said will be
taken jn the spirit in which it is intended.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Tt is quite
possible that there hans been some delay he-
cause I notice that ‘‘one inspector is at the
Frout, one has retired.”’ Then again ‘‘one
officer at the l'ront, one has retired, another
officer at the Front,’’ The Aunditor General
has great diffieulty in getting men to fill these
places. T will ses the Awlitor General in re-
gard to the matters raised, but when it comes
to a question of securities it is a ditficnlt
matter for the Auditor General to say what
the seeuritics are worth. A man may he a
goed Auditor General but when it comes to
inquiring into securities to see if they are
worth so much, one begins to open another
department in which we Jdo not require expert
aecouniants but expert valuers, As far as
possible T am looking into the securitics myv-
self. When [ was Treasurer before, T albso-
lutely stopped the Savings Bank lending more
money on land and so forth, and some of the
fecuritics 1id not satisy me, and if they did
not satisfy me they would not satisfy the man
who had to rvealise on them. Some of the
securities have since heen made good. T am
looking into these matters and no doubt I ean
do as good work there as the Auditor General
masmuch as the advances made are mostly on
properties in the vicinity of the City, of which
T have a fair knowledge.

Hon, P. CCOLLTER: The information given
to the (Committee by the member for North
Perth (Mr, Smith) is really surprising if it is

951

correet, and I have no reason to doubt its
accuracy. It constitutes a serious indictment
against the Auditor General. To learn that
important departments of State have not been
andited for a period covering three or four
vears, i3 surprising. It the failure to carry
ont the work on the part of the Anditor Gen-
eral is due to the shortness of staff by reason
of the men being away at the IFront, then it is
the duty of the Auditor General to bring the
position before the Minister becaunse, however
various departments may be inconvenienced,
by shortness of staff, that of the Auditor Gen-
eral’s Department should not he permittel to
suifer in this direetion, and that faet should
be conveyed to the Minister and efforts made
to secure officers, We have had instances dur-
ing the progress of the Estimates where ac-
conntants in the publie service, who should be
qualified to aect as wudit iovspeetors, had their
time so litte employed that they have taken
on other duties, and if that is so, the Auditor
CGeneral could call in the assistance of these
officers in the administration of his depurt-
ment, It is on the Auditor General that mem-
hers of the House have to rely on for informa-
tion, and if we find the Auditor General not
in a position to give ug information of value
Ly reason of the fact that the accounts of im-
portant departments have not bheen inspected,
that diseounts very considerably the valye of
the report presented to Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
think members have taken the Auditor (en-
eral’s reports as seriously as they should have
done. We have the reports year after year
and I do not think we shall have a proper
audit until we alter the Andit Aet. Under
the system now earried ont by the Anditor
General be points out mistakes when he finds
them, but serwpuiousiy avoids instructing his
accountants how to aveid them in the future,
He has been asked time and again to provide
a remedy. Men do not make mistnkes in their
accounts on purpose, aml the public service of
this State has had an enviable record in this
respect. [ de not belicve there has been a
single instance in which the Auditor General
has pointed out a wnistake that could have
heen avoided, or pointed out the course which
should have been taken to prevemt it.  Until
it is understool that the Stat~ looks upon the
Auditer General a= a complete superintending
accountant we shall rot get that benefit from
his lLranch that we should have. TIf this had
heen nnderstood before, that which the mem-
her for North Perth has told us of would not
ilave occurred.

Mr. OLoghlen: Nid the member for North
Perth got his information from Ministers?
Were vou aware of this?

The MINISTER F'OR WORKS: No. It is
no use bringing these matters np in Commit-
te~ every vear umless we are prepared to deal
with them in a proper manner, and until we
are prepared to alter the Aundit Aet, extend
the powers of the Aunditor Gencral, and see
that he has the staff with which to exercise
those powers.

Hen. P. Collier: It is not necessary to
amend the Aet in order to give the Auditor
General sufficient staff to enable him to carry
out his dutics,
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those
duties =hould he extended so that we shall get
full valve from the branch. We must not be
satisfied with the Auditor General merely point-
ing out mistakes, but we should he shown how
these mistakes can be avoided.

Hon., W. €. ANGWIN: There is an alter-
ation in the manner in which the Auditor
General's report is presented.  le does not,
for instance, show the revenue outstanding
on the 40th June last, although he shows the
claims ontstanding. 1t is advisable that hon.
members should have this information.

The Colonial Treasurer: T have made =2
note of the matter,

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Compassionafe Allowances, £3.549:

Hon. I’ COLLIEK: I wish to dissent from
the views expressed by hon. ‘membhers in
connection  with compassionate allowances.

The amount expended in this respect has”

been almost double that which was voted
by Parliament on the previous year's Esti-
mates. The vote was £4,110 and we expended
£8,700, Awmongst these items are some very
large sums of money, which [ contend the
State should not have been ealled upon to
pay. Many hon. members seem to think that
these allowanees constitute statutory obliga-
tion on the part of the State towards the
dependants of deccased publie officers, but
this is not so. The Public Serviee Regula-
tions do mnot indicate that there is any statu-
tory ohligation on the part of the Govera-
ment to pay these amounts. Section 80 of
these regulations sayvs—

The head of sub-departmenis through
the permanent head shall immediately re-
port the death of any officer to the Com-
missioner, with the information as to the
amount of leave or proportion of long
leave aecrued, when long service leave is
not due fo him at the time of death. The
Governor mav, on the recommendation of
the Commissioner, grant the money equiv-
alent of such leave or proportion of such
leave, and an allowance ealeolated at the
rate of two wecks’ salary for cach com-
pleted year of serviee, as a compassionate
allowance to the relatives dependext on
the officer.

The Governor wmav grant this. Tf the Gov-
ernor may grant this it follows that the
grant may he deelined fo be made.  There-
fore, the payment of such allowanees is
within the diserotion or gonerosity of the
Government of the day. The word ‘‘eom-
passionafe’’ means pity or mercy, consider-
ation for those in Jdiffienity, and the term
itself shows that the (overnment may grant
or withhaold.

Mp, Smith: There i3 a moral obligation.

Hon. P. COLLTER: There is no moral obli.
gation.

Ar. Smith: Take the case of Mr. Spenrer,
whe died after having served for 25 years
in the emplovment of the State.

Hon. P. COLLTER: There may he a moral
obligation on the part of the Government
to see that the dependants of old and valued
servants do not suffer from want, bhut there
is no moral obligatiton to grant, say, £1,500
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to the widow of a dececased officer, when she
is in comfortable ecircumstances and already
earning a good income herself. This is one
of the divisions which has grown up in
the Estimates in an insidious way. No
doulbt it began through some ofiicer dyving
and leaving his dependants wunprovided for,
and out of rompnssion the Government of
tho day voting them a small sum of money.
The precedent thereby established has bheen
followed wuntil the practiee has hecome an
establishel one, On this list of items there
will be found wmany large amonnts which
have been paid to the dependants of de-
ceaserd officers,  Many of these oflicers were
drawing as mueh as £1,700 and €1.200 a
year at the time of their death, and had
heen doing g0 far 2 number of yenrs. Tt
is absurd to say that the dependants of such
officers should have any claim on the com-
passion ar the charity of the ' . a-weont,

AMr, Bmith; What would sueh o’ - get
if they retived in the orvdinary wav!

Mon, 1. COLLIER: They swoulidl be en-
titled to o pension,  Aun officer who has spent
43 wears in the pulldic serviee aml retires
at the age of 60l is entitled to n pension of
roy €200 or £i00 a year, as the ease mav he,
If such officer dies a week after his retire-
mmt bis pension at ence ceases and his de-
peadants do not get one jewny by way of
compassionate allowanee, whereas if he had
died a weok before his retirement they swould
have heen entit'el to, sav, £1.500. T would
instanee the case of Warden Troy, who spent
40 yrars in the serviee of the ecomntrv. 1le
vetired at the age of 63, in poor health, on a
rension of, T think. £+ a wee%, hut Le only
live'dd for about a year in which to enjov if.
On the othor hanid the dependants of officers
who have died at middle age have drawn con-
stderably more than Warden Troy was able to

draw, That iz an injustice and unfair.

My, 2Uth: Tt is not right,

Tha " Tanial  Treasurer: Where are Fou
gaing to "oy the line?

Hon, . COLTIER: The positien is not
right. Where are we -roinr to ston® Tage the

case of tle late Publi- Scrvice Commissioner,
who spent zto't 20 years in th: serviee and
who up to. and for some time prior to, his
death was drmwine a =alary of aly,=t €300 a
vear. His witow, who is a medical practi-
tioner, and i3 already well provided for, gets
£1,500 by wav of a eompassienate al'owance.
There are thonsands of :ersong who are not
under the Troblie Serviee ‘ot and thousands
whn ave in privata emnlovmont 2 anahout the
State whase e eodonts wanld o <Ye event
of the death «f thes 1persons ' it to the
merey and charitv of the eold world, The only
Government  assistaner thev conll hope for
would be a weekly paviment of Js or s, or
at the most 7Ta. Gl a ver for each ehild from
the Charities DNepartwent. Tf one happens
to he a Publie Serviee Commissioner or some
other officer enjoyinz a good salary one ean
he sure that one’s dependants will have pro-
vided for them on the listimates a compara-
tively princely snm by way of compausionate
allowanee. There is no justice in this. My
point is that there would be no brrach of any
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undertaking between the Government and their
employecs, if it became the declared poliey
of the (iovernment to-morrow to cease the
payment of compassionate allowances. There
is no statutory obligation to pay them. That
is elearly shown by the use of the word ‘“*may’’
in the regulations—'‘the Governor may
grant.”’ The allowance should not be granted
unless the dependants of the dereased publie
servant are in absolute need. But in cases
where an officer with a number of years’ ser-
vice leaves a widow and c¢bildren in indigent
cireumstances, the Govermment, T agree, should
not he niggardly.

Mr. IFOLEY: The payment of compassion-
ate alowanees, as a principle, is eatirely
wrong.  ‘'he smaller amounts on these Esti-
mates prol ably no member will begrudge.
But the <ifferential treatmeat as between
officers at the top of the service and those on
the lower rungs cannot be defended. If the
word ‘‘may’’ in that regulation is invariably
to mean ‘-shall’’ in the case of higher paidl
civil servants, it should likewise invariably
mean ‘fshall’™ in the ecase or lower paid
officiats, 1 consider, however, that compassion-
ate allownnees should be eut out of the Esti-
mates altogether, and that a system of national
ingurance should Fe imsituted for our public
servants, and indeed for all outside workers as
weil,

Tfon. W, (. Angwin: Every public servant
has to insure now,

Mr. FOLEY: But the s$ystem should be
coxtended so as to hecome an all-round gystem
of national insurance. Then, when any worker,
whether State or private employee, lay on his
death bed, he would have the relief of know-
ing that his dependants wounld not become sub-
jeets for eclmritable relicf. . Uuder such a
system all would be on an ejuality, and pay-
ments into the insurance fund would he on
the lLasis of inpome. The items in this con-
nection, however, do point to differential
treatment which is defensible.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIXN: Publie service regu-
lation No. £0, which deals with eompassionate
allowances, has been read by the leader of the
Opposition, who, however, i3 not seized of the
fact that the famitv of every officer of our
Stute rervice who dies while in the service 13
entitled to an allowance of two weeks’ pay
for cvery year of his service. A cirenlar to
that e~ + g sent to cvery public servant
on t's 20th Febkruary, 1907,

Hen. 1. Collier: That cirenlar should not
have been sent.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: T am not saying
that it should have heen; bot I helieve the
reason was that various public servanta who
had reen unfer the Public Service Aot were
at that time deprived of the benefits of that Act.

Hon. P. Collier: The regulation does not
justify that cirenlar.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN:
as follows:—

T am adviged by the Fublic Serviece Com-
missioner that His Exeellency the Governor
in Executive Council has approved of the
prineinle of granting the eguivalent of two
woeks' salarv for each year of service ns a
compassionate allowanee to the family of an
officer who dies whilet on active serviee, and

The circular reads
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that application in pursuance of this must

be forwarded to the Public Serviee Commis-

sioner, (Signed) D. B. Ord, for the Under

Secretary.

The Colonial Treasurer:
refers to active Service.

Hon. P, Collier: That means active service
in the departmeut.

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: Yes. There was no
war thenm, Thus, the prineiple has been
adopted, instead of 2 practice having grown
up gradually.

Mr. Thomson: Do the railway servants get
that concession?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: No, Railway ser-
vanta work vnder a special Act. We cannot,
of course, dishonour our promise to pay. But
if the Government think it wise to diseontinue
the system of compassionate allowanees, a new
circular should bhe issuerd advising publie ser-
vants accordingly. Then those entering the
service after the issuc of the suggested cir-
cular wonld not he entitled to that henefit,

Me, TILOMSON: I have no desire to injure
the rights of any public servant under the
vegrlations; but if the circular quoted by the
member for North-East I'remantle is to over-
ride the regulations, how is Parliament to
administer the affairs of this State? To date,
Western Amnstralin has paid in compassionate
allowances a total of £43,193; and it seems
timeg to cry a halt, T agree with the leader of
the Opposition that these allowanees should be
purely and absolutely ecompassionate allow-
ances. Certainly, the large amounts granted to
the families of higher paid publiec servants re-
present an undue tax on outside employees.
Those employed on the raflways are outside
the Aet and do not get anything, and there
are countless other employces outside the
Government similarly situated. What is the
position of the private emplovee? A man
may give the best of his life, but the em-
ployer will not at the end make a compas-
sionate allowance of £1,500. The member
for Leonorn mnde a good point when lhie said
we should have national insurance, That
waould overcome the difficulty, We are not
under a moral obligation to pay compassion-
ate- allowanees, and under existing condi-
tions we should only pay them to those who
are absolutely entitled to receive them, and
to no others.

The COLONTAT. TREASURER: After
hearing the member for North-East Freman-
tle T intend to lay the position which he
explained before the Solicitor General, so
as to ascertain exaetly what the position is.
T do not think it is the desire of the Par-
liament to do anything unfair, neither would
the House tolerate any Treasurer, no matter
how hard-hearted he might be, declining
to asgist the family of a ecivil servant if
the necessity really demanded that that
family should be assisted. Tf the members
of the service are fulfilling their obliga-
tion, every one whe came in after the pass-
ing of the 1904 Act has a right to be in-
sured, and the provisions were made so
stringent that I am going to inquire whether
they are insured. The reason I brought the
matter of the compassionate allowances be-
fore the House was beeanse I thought the

But that eircular
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custom was growing. The member for day. Probably Cabinet said that as a mat-
North-East I'remantle said that it was a ter of policy the Government would under-
custom which was established in 1907. I take to pay a forluight’s wages for every

want to stop it going further, but on the
understanding that the Government does not
forfeit the right to do that which is really
and truly compassionate. Therefore, any
such allowance in the future will require to
stand on its merits and not as a matter of
right. Let us have a re-commencement jf
necessary. At the same time, if we have an
Act like the Public Serviee Act, giving a
great number of privileges, it is very hard
if, by regulation, we are golng to create other
privileges and make them mandatory on the
Government,

Hon., W. C. Angwin: The Government did
this themselves.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes, one
Government did it, and the other Govern.
ments followed it right through. T want to
see now how far it is binding.

[Mr, Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr. TEESDALFE: I was glad te hear the
Treasurer say that he was prepared to keep
faith with the cases referred to by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle, but T was
surprised to hear the member for Katan-
ning advocating the other way.

Mr. Thomson: T advoecated justice  to
those who were entitled to it,

Mr. TEESDALE: I consider that the pro-
mises made should be kept no matter what
the expenses might be. I made inquirics
during the tea hour, and found that mew-
bers were ignorant of the position, under-
standing as they did that these wore statu-
tory allowances, and that they must per-
foree be paid. I trust when the next Fsti-
mates are brought along, we shall see at any
rate a more uniferm list than that which is
before us at the present time. Some of the
amounts are out of all reason, considering,
too, the condition of the State’s finances.
I hope that mnext year thesc sums will
be reduced considerably, and that no eom-
passionate allowances be granted in cases
where oflicers were drawing over £300 a year.
Like the leader of the Opposition, I agree
that an officer in reccipt of a good salury
shonld, during his lifetime, make adequate
provision for his family.

Mr. HOLMAN: Will the Treasurer make
inquiries to aseertnin whether an Order in
Council was issued?

The Colonial Freasurer: T am going to do
that,

Mr. HOLMAN: I have looked up the
““Gazette’’ for 1907, but have failed to Knd
a record of the Order in Council.

Hon. . COLLIER: Ther: e¢an be no
breach of a contract in the case of a man
joining the public service under the condi-
tions set out in the Act and regulations, if
a letter such ag that which ‘hag heen read
and which may have heen written by a clerk
in a department, is brought into existenec.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: This is a Governor
in Cauneil Order.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Even so, it merely in-
dicates the policy of the Government of the

year of service, hut if an Order in Council
indicating the policy of the Goverumest is
put through, it can be reversed in the fol-
lowing week by putting through another
order. The payment eof these amounts is
merely a matter of policy of the Govern-
ment of the day.

Mr., Holman:
countermanded.

The Colonjal Treasurer: It secems quite
strange that every individual oflicer should
have a copy of the letter.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Savings Bank, £21,895:

Mr. SMITH: The Treasurer in his Budget
speech declared that he would be glad if we
eould show him where to rake in a litfle addi-
tional revenue, In my eopinion the Govern-
ment Savings Bank could be congiderably im-
proved. It is making a handsome profit at
present, but I think that profit, splendid as it
18, might well be enlarged. The initiztion of
a publicity campaign in connection with the
Savings Bank might well result in the placing
at the disposal of the Treasurer of a consider-
able sum of money, By such a campaign we
might induce people to get the habit of sav-
ing. It is common knowledge that the people
of Perth are enjoying unprecedented spend-
ing money, and it is time the Government
made an effort fo induee those people to save
some of that money for a wainy day. I feel
quite eertain that a campaign of that sort
would result in a very substantial sum being
placed in the Government Savings Bank. This
would have the two-fold effect of giving the
Government that extra sum to Imndle, and of
supplying help for the people when hard times
come along, so that they should net be run.

It holds good until it is

. ning to the Government for .financial issist-

ance. [ think this hint should be sufficient
for the Treasurer, Before the Treasurer can
launch out on a sckeme of that sort, it will
he necessary for him to popularise the Sav-
ings Bank. A great many little restrietions
which obtain in the bank might be removed,
and the system brought up to date. By at-
tending to this, the 'Treasurer would popu-
larise the bank and induce people ta patromise
it to a greater extent. One of the priniepal
reasons why the general public have not only
refrained from depositing money in the State
Savings Rank, but have actuvally withdrawn
money from that ingtitution, is the nationality
of the manager of the bank.

Mr, O’Loghlen: That iz an old story now.

The Colonial Treasurer: No doubt there
has been a surprising difference sinee he left;
T do not know whether it is merely a coinci-
denee.

Mr. SMITI: WWhether he is =still there or
net, the faet remaing that Mr. Lesehen is still
on the ‘" Public Service List’’ as manager of
the Savings Rank, and one cannot get the
people to believe that there is not some idea
of reinstating him after the war. Tf the Gov-
ernment conld give a distinet assurance that
the Savings Bank bhas seen the last of Mr.
Leschen, 'no doubt a lot of the old customers
whe withdrew their deposits from the State
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bank, and put them into the Commonwealth
bank, would return to the State bank.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What justification is tbere
at all for the two banks?

Mr. SMITH: I think it is a good thing to
have the two.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: It
effort.

Mr, SMITH: It is a very excellent thing.
At any rate, there is no reason why the State
should give uwp a profitable business to the
Commonwealth without compensation.

Mr. O’Loghlen: There is no reason why it
should rnot be agreed to have the onc institu-
tion to do the business.

Mr. SMITH: Tt is an advantage to have
the two Dbanks, hecause the one competes
against the other amd the pubtic get the bene-
fit of the compelition.

Hon, . Collier: The hon. member means
that it is better to have the two banks than
for us to give up our bank.

Mr. O'Loghlen: It ought to be capable of
being adjusted at the Premiers’ conference.
It is a scandal.

Mr. SMITH: I also suggest to the Trea-
surer that it might add cousiderably o the
usefulness of the CGovernment Savings Bank
if that institution inaugurated a system of
issuing annuities, Western Australia is one
of the few civilired countries where State an-
nuities cannot be purchased. Seeing that we
have a very capable aetouary in Mr. Bennett,
1 have no doult that he eould readily devise
a scheme for the sale of annuities through the
Government Savings Bank which would bring
in a econsiderable sum of money and he of
great benefit to the publie,

is a duplication of

Mr. Daviis:  Conld he compete with the
AQLP?
AMr. SMITII: He could not only compete

with the AJALP., but he could beat that in-
stitution hollow. The public have not the
same confidence in private enterprises that
they have in State enterprise.

Mr. O’Loghlen: (C'ome over here.

Mr. SMTTH: Here again a little competi-
tion would he of benefit to the publie. I hope
the Treasurer will look into these suggestions.
I am sure that they would place him in pos-
session of a quarter of a million pounds in
the first year,

Mr. GREEX: I believe the Government
might well take steps towards popularising
the Government Savings Bank, If practi-
eahle, it would be a good scheme to allow de-
positors to write cheques on their accounts.
This would encourage business people to pnt
in the &tats Savings Bank accounts which are
in the Commonwealth Bank te-day. The
Commonwealth people have not treated us too
well, hut L certainly regret that we deemed
it impossible to join hands with them and
have onlv one savings bank, which would be
of benefit to the people. However, I believe
that if it could be arranged to allow deposi-
tors to write cheques on their private ac-
counts in the Govermment Savings Bank, as
in an associated bank, it would do much to
popularise the State institution. Moreover,
we could gain something by adopting some of
the methods of the Commonwealth Bank. T
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have tried to observe the difference in the
rapidity with which business is transacted in
the Commonwealth Bank as against the slower
procedure which obtained some time ago in
the State bank. Whether the State bank has
been brought up to date and now deals more
expeditiously with its business, T know not,
but I know that the methods of the Common-
wealth Bank to-Tay as eompared with those
of the State institution 18 months ago, are
infinitely superior.

Mr, DAVIES: T would like to offer a sug-
gestion somewhat on the lines laid down by
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green).
Yriendly societics and trade unmions having
carrent accounts at the Government Savings
Bank receive ordinary bank interest on those
accounts, and are allowed to write orders
which are equivalent to Lank cheques; but .if
those cheques are paid into an associated bank,
exchange is c¢harged on them, At Midland
Junction, whenever L desired to pass in such
an order or cheque to a private bank, they
asked for sixpence exchange, or by way of
collection fee, whether the cheyue was for £1,
£3 or £10. 1 made representations to the
manager of the bank in Perth and over the
telephone he arranged for those cheques or
orders to be accepted without exchange. But
I understand that the general practice is for
the private bank to eollect sixpence collection
fee or exchange upon each of those savinga
bank orders or chenues. If possible, a general
order should be isswed for tue assoeiateu
bhanks to accept cheques or orders payable at
the Government Savings Bank without collect-
ing that sixpenny fee. I agrec with the hon.
member that it would he a great convenience
to the public if they could operate on their
arcounts in the Government Savings Bank hy
chegque.  Of course, if this privilege were
granted. desositors conld scarcety look for the
crdinary rate, of interest on their current
accounts. Tn a private bank no interest Ig
paid on eurrcnt account; indeed, an annnal
keening fee is charged, whereas the only
ehmi{ze made by the Government Savings Bank
is that of 1s., no matter what the amount of
the account. Therefore, if depositors desire
the afdvantage of heing able to draw on their
aceonnt by cheque, they should be prepared
to forego interest.

The COLOXTAL TREASURER: T have not
vet had time to po into the Goverument Sav.
ings Bank. When I previougly occupied the
position of Colonial Treasurer, on a health
trip to the East T puet in something like six
weeks studying the savings bank system of
Vietoria and South Austranla, T may say
that up to that time the books of the Govern
ment Savings Bank in his State had not heer
ialanced; consequenly I got rid of the mana
ger and appointed another. On my returr
from the Eastern States, I endeavoured ¢
sce to what extent T ecould simplify the svs
tem. There is a pgood deal of foree in the
suggestion that we shouid try te popularise
the State bank. Of course, we must not gef
insecnre in popularising it, There are many
things which can be dome in an associatec
bank which it would be diffienlt to do in th
Government Savings Bank. However, T agre:
with the member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
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that we might go into a publicity campaign,
1 agree also with the member for Forrest (Mr.
O’Loghlen)., . If we could possibly save the
people from the payment of two sets of costs,
I would like to see it done, but I do not wish
to see it dome at the expense of the State.
I maintain, from every record that can pos-
sibly be put up, that it was as nearly as
possible a direct infringement of the consti-
tution and of SBtate rights hy the Common-
wealth Government when they opened their
Savings Banks. T am going to talk this matter
over with Mr. Denison Miller when he comes
to this State in order to find out if there
is any solution of the matter, but 1T want the
solution to be my way if possible. With
regrard to the question of exchange, T am
afraid we have no power to see that assoei-
ated banks shall not charge eschange when
they take orders for the State Savings
Banits. Reference has been made to - the
Jate manager of the State Savings Bank,
Mr. Leschen. T may say at once that he ia
not going back to the Savings Bank. With
vegard to annwities, I am not well up in the
subject, but would® point out that Ministers
have not only to make suggestions but we
have to go into all the details as well in
order to wmake the suggeated seheme as per-
fect as possible. Unfortunately, however,
we cannot get into one day all that we have
to do in one day, at this juncture. T intend
to go quietly into this matter of the popu-
larisation of the State Savings Bank. T do
not like to think that a million pounds of
our zavings are in the haads of the Com-
monwealth Bank, and If we ean get that
money into our own banks, by enabling the
people to realise that in putting the money
into their own banks they are helping to de-
velop the country, the resalt will he a good
onc alike for them as for the State.

Mr. HOLMAN: We might well adopt the
procedure of the Commonwealth Bank in re-
gard to the lodging of deposits in our own
banks. The Commonwealth Bank has offices
in various towns, and when a deposit is
lodgel the deposit slip is duplicated and sent
to headquarters and the bank balances are
recorded from them. In our State Savings
Banks we have to send our pass books in,
which invelves not only delay. bat a cer-
tain amount in postage. If this method
were adopted in our State banks it should
tend to popularise them to a great extent,
I believe that onr banks are doing good
work. The officers employed are always at-
tentive to their clients and are kept well
occupied. T hope that the aceountant of the
head hank, who has been managing the State
Bavings Banks for some time past and dning
the work very well, will be recompenscd.
His salary is only £336, bnt T see no pro-
vision for any extra cmolument.

Mr. HARRTSON: Tt has beenr statel that
it would tend to popularise the State Sav-
ings Ranks if the system of cheques was in-
troduced. T would peint ont that if this
gystem is introduced we shall be up against
the chartered banks, at all events in the
country districts, for these bauks are arcting
as agents for the State institetion, in op-
position to the Commonwealth Savings Bank
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wlose agents are the post offices. T hope
this point will be taken into vonsideration.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Government Stores, £8,815—agreed
to.
Vote—Literary
£10,470:

Item, Grant .to W.A. University to cover
salary of Professor of Agriculture (six
months) £350,

Mr. O'LOGIILEN: Has the matter of the
amount to be set aside In conneetion with
the Chair of Agriculture at the University
heen adjusted yet? .

The Colonial Treasurer: We paid the
money last year, but the University author-
ities are going to pay it trom now on.

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: Will the Colonial
Treasurcer inform us as to whether the Gov-
emment will get a reconp for last year.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: No. We
are paying £350 this year. No one ¢an find
in any of the files any actual commitment
showing that the late Sir Winthrop Hacketi
was to puy for this Chair of Agriculture. I
think the University authorities started legal
procecdings, but &8s a eompromise T helieve
they have agreed to pay this amount frem
now on,

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have paid £1,000.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes.
member for Forrest is quite right.

Mr. Holman: Not one student has been put
through yet.

The COLONTAL TREASURER:
quite possible.

Hon. P. Collier: The University people are
going to pay this from now onf?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: Yes.

Mr. O’LOGIILEXN: Is it worth while con-
tinuing this Chair of Apgriculture, cspecially
as not one student has been passed through?
Parliament should be im possession of spme
aceurate  information with regard fo the
number of students who have qualifiedl at cur
University. T understand that this particular
professor has only had three students for the
greater part of the ycar, and sometimes only
two. Although the matter is now adjusted it
has been adjusted only after the State las
paid away £1,000, owing to a promise not hav-
ing heen fuMilled.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The question is. should
this Chair of Agriculture he retained, but this
i gqne for the governinmg hody of the Univer-
city to deeide. We come into the matter, how-
ever, when Government funds are voted year
after year. Tt seems a waste of money for
this professor to be retained in order to teach
one or two studeuts. Since he has been in the
State only four or five students have heen
under his tuition, anil not one has passed. If
the State is going to contrilute a proportion
of this professor’s salary there shoulil be
some r;eiprocity between the Ciovernment and
the Universitv, by whiel his services could be
utilived for the bencfit of the State. We bave
already got rid of two expert officers of the
Agricuitural Department, and we might ar-
rive at some understanding which would en-
able us to rall upon the scrvices of this pro-
fewsor for the Agrienitural Department when
required. Under these conditions we might cven

and  Scientific  Grants,

The

That is



[19 Marcu, 1918.]

agree to continuing the payment of a portion of
his salary I understand that Professor Pater-
son is a highly trained and qualified man. His
investigations and analyses regarding the soils
of the Esperance distriet, at the instance of
the Royal Conunission, demonstrated that he
is better qualified as uan avthority in these
matters than some of the officers on our per-
manent staff.

The PREMIER: The Government are eén-
deaveuring as far as postible to make use of
Professor Paterson in the matter of agricul-
ture. He himself i3 very anxious that the
State should utilise his serviees.

Hon. P. Collier: T have no doubt of that.

The PREMIBR: He does a large amount
of work outside his ordinary University dutics.
He delivers lectures in the agrieultural dis-
tricts, and is always ready to take up work
of that vature. e has often acted as ad-
viger to the Agricultural Department without
any remmneration,

Mr. Brown: He charged £100 for his report
oi the Esperance lands.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Ts it correct that nafter
preparing his report oen the Esperance lands
Professor Paterson demanded £100 for his
services, in addition to his salary as a pro-
fessor? Did the Government pay that money?

The Colonial Treasurer: The Royal Com-
mission paid it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: Who found the money
for the Royal Commission?

The Colonial Treasurer: The Government
found the money for the Royal Commission.

Mr, ’LOGHLEX: We have Lenrd a great
deal abont the patriotism of public officials,
but I must say it is a patriotism of a very
queer type.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: Professor
Paterson {id the work during his holidays,
and tried to get out of doing it. However,
insistence was made that he shonld Qo the
work.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And he collected the £1007

Tha COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes.

Mr. Smith: Fe demanded payment before
he would hand over his report.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: That does
not appear on the files,

Ttem:, Grant to Western Australian Univer-
sity for extension work, eteetera, £1,620.

Mr. FOLEY: What is the wmeaning of
‘‘etecetera’’ in this item? The item shows an
inerease of £1,120 over last year. IF there is
oue direction in which expenditure can he
saved at the present fime, it is in extendine«
the university builidings. We are miles ahead
of our requirements as rewards the University.

Mr. O’Lozhlen: ‘‘Extension’’ refers to
T'niversity extension work; not to extension
of the Tniversity buildings.

Mr. FOLEY: In the present financial eir-
eumstances no cxtra money whatever should
be paid to the 1niversity. The services of the
profescors could he more advantageously uti-
lised, for the period of the war at all events.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: This is
one of those things which I have inheriterd
from my predecessors; otherwise it would not
appear on the Estimates.

Item, Acclimatisation
animalg, £75.

of fish, hirds, and
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Mr. O'T.OGHLEN: Has the Treasurcr oh-
tained the sanction of the Chairman of Com-
mittees in another place for the reduction of
this item? What are the operations of the
Acclimatisation Soeicty? Have any gool re-
sults followed on the socicty’s work? How
are the herd of red deer getting on in the
South-West?

The Minister for Works: They are playing
havoe with the farmers’ crops.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I eonsider the Aecclima-
tisation Socicty should be encouraged; and T
regret that, even in the present financial cir-
cumstances, this item has been decreased. The
stocking of our rivers with fish has been of
great benefit to the settlers. As regards the
deer, they might ke transferred to the heavily
timhered country in the Sonth-West, which
wonld afford them a saatovary. .

Mr. HOLMAN: The Acclimatisation Soci-
ety have done gooll work in introducing deer
into the far-distant Wiluna distriet, where the
animals are thriving and multiplying. The
introduetion of fish into inland waters, like
l.ake Violet. would prove advantageous. All
permaunent infand waters that are fresh ought
to be stocked with fish. I do not eavil at the
£100 per anuwum  which keeps the work of
acelimatisation in progress.

Mr. FOLEY: The work of the Acclimatisa-
tion Socicty should not he depreciated. Ounly
last weck an officer of that society was ques-
tioning me regarding the inland waters 300
miles cast of Wilina, which distriet I visited
recently. The permancnt waters there are
inhahited by the turtle, and where tartle live
many varieties of fish can live. A gentleman
travelling by motor to that district is now
taking a sunply of spawn there. The Aceli-
matisation Socicty have done excellent work
it the eradieation or reduction of the mos-
quito p-st, hy placing fish in every pool in
thr Chinese gardens and in all stagnant waters
thiroughout the metropolitan areca, as well as
in the deep drains. The fish eat the larve of
the mosqnite, and by this means not only is
the pest kept down, but the cosi of kerosene
or other oil. which had formerly to bhe used,
i saved.  Thus the ratenayers have henefited
finaneially, by the reduction of municipal ex-
renditree,  Moreaver, T am informed that,
thanks to the efforts of the Aceclimatization
Socicty, there is searcely a river in the south-
ern portion of Western Anstralia that is suit-
able for fish hut has heen stocked with them,
and that in a few vears these rivers will con-
tain an inexhaustible supply of fish.

Tre ('OLONTAL TRESSURER: The re-
port of the Acelimoatisation (‘ommittee is on
the Tahle of the House. 1t deals with what
fhey have done. They reeret they had a shori-
ace of money: they startel with £90, rereived
a grant of £100, and closeil the year with
£121 45 T4,

Mr. SMITH: As a member of the Aceli-
matisation (‘ommittee, T was pleased to hear
the remarks of hon, members. It is the desire
of the committee to continue the good work
they have bren engaged upon, but the £75 a
vear granted by the Government is of very
little assistance. The reason why we did not
spend more money last year was becanse we
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could not spend it effeetively. We are trying
to accumulate ownr funds so as to do some-
thing later on worthy of the society. We have
ytocked many lakes and rivers with cxeellent
results, We have also, as the member for
Leonora stated, liberated fish wherever it nas
possible for those fish to destroy the larvae
of the mosquitoes. We wonld like to extend
our operations in that direction. T hope next
year the Treasurer will make up the shortage
of the past. The reduction of the Zoolegical
Gardens grant by £125 will handieap the com-
mittee,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: On a point of order,
the Zoological Gardens item has been passed,
and cannet now be discussed.

The CHAIRMAN: Jf the hon. member dig-
cusges that item he will be ruled out of order,
but he mayr diserss the subsequent item refer-
ring te Zdological Gardens special grant.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: There is no number
against that item, and it is only a last year’s
vote.

Mr. Teesdale: I was ordered to sit down
when I tried to diseuss a similar vote, agninst
which there was no number in the margin.

Mr. SMITH: I have no intention of dis-
enssing the item which has been passed. I
wus only going to protest against the special
grant being ent out this year. The Zoological
Gardens committee intend to make better use
of the natural supply of mineral water which
flows from the hore, so that returned soldiers
and many others may avail themselves of it.
Many people who come from Ceylon and Tndia
and who go to New Zealand to take mineral
baths, might be iuduced to stay here if hetter
accommedation were provided. At the pre-
sent time this is qnite inadequate, but the
Zoological Gardens eommittee propose now to
crect a svitable building, and the cntting ont
of the specinl vote will coustaerably handieap
our effoits. This matter might well be reron-
gideredd, sceing the revenue which the ferries
derive bhecause of the existence of the Zoo
at South Perth. I uwnderstand that the ferrics
are paying handsomely.

The Colonial Treasurer: Are tiey?

Mr. SMITH: Most of the cradit for that
happy result should he given to the Zoo. I
hope next yenr the Treasurer will reinstate
that special grant.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: 1 do not
think the Treasurer will, and that is the cnd
of it. It was a speecial grant last year, and
L am poing to object tu special grants being
repeated every year. If it is a special grant
it can onlv be for one year, not for every year.

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Lithographie, £5,592—agreed to.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Vote—Printing, £40,758:

Mr. GREEX: In the Printing Office
there i3 considerable slackness of work,
apd I would suggest that more Com-
monwealth  work wmight Fe done in  the
State. I know that a good deal of it

comes from Melbourne, particularly Defence
Department printing,  We know, of eourse,
that when the printing is doune in large
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quantities it can be turned out at a lower
cost.

Mr. Smith: What about scheol books?

Mr. GREEN: Whenever our prices com-
parced favourably with those of the Lastern
States the work might well be done here,

The Celonjal Treasurer: I will look into
that.

My, SMITII: The Treasurer accused me of
being faddy in counection with the printing
of the “‘Govermment Gazette,”” and then he
showed his inconsistency by stating that it
was in the small things that savings could
he elfected. In my opinion the *‘Govern-
ment Gazette’’ can be turned out st consid-
erably less- cost. There is always an enormong
margin.

Hon. W, € Angwin: It is wanted like
that in a court of law, and morcover you
should not have paper of a poor quality.

Mr. SMITH: T am not only complaining
about the ‘‘Gazette,”” but it is the same
thing in connection with other publications.
Take our own Notice Paper, for instance.
There is always =2 considerable waste of
space, and members must know that paper
is four or five times as expensive as it wasg
a vear or two ago. I thiok the Government
Printer should bhe given to understand that
he should turn out these publications more
economicaliy. 1 have here also a Bankruptey
Aet form printed in 1916, on which there
is a great amount of waste space. Recently
a special issue of the ‘‘Gazette’’ was pub-
lished merely to record the fact that a bank
holiday had been proclaimed at Cellie. That
stems to me fo be a great waste of money.
I think & considerable saving ecould be in-
troduced in the Governmment Printing Office.
The printing committee of this House has
been able to eclfect a saving of something
like £800 in their annwal bill, and that being
go, 1 am certain that similar savings could
be effected throughout the departments.

The COLONTAT, TREASURER T have dis-
cussed that with the Government Printer.
Indecd, T am afraid T have been making his
life a misery lately, holding bi-weekly con-
ferenees with him. We are to a great ex-
tent giving the Government Printer author-
ity to say what shall and what shall not
be printed, but it takes a long time
to break down custom, One Minister
eannot go around to all the heads of
departments  and say, ‘‘You *must do
this this way.’’ All these reforms take
time. There is certainly an apparent waste
of paper in the margins of these formns, but
the difficulty is to work in threc forms in
the place of twon. We cannot cut the paper;
the paper is alrcady eut into certain sizes.
The CGovernment Printer has a lot of paper
on hand. That is the reason why ‘‘Jlan-
sard '’ is still printed on good quality paper.
The Federal ‘*Hansard’’ is printed on wood
pulp paper, while ours s printed on paper
of a much higher class, beeause we have it
in hand, and we could not buy the cheaper
article as cheaply as weo once bought the
better class line. Ie respect of the *‘Govera-
ment Gnzette,’’ we are arranging to do away
with the duplication of notices, and we are



[19 MarcH, 1918.]

doing away with what occupies an ineh of
advertising space in ordinary newspaper. 1
refer to the name of the official, whieh c¢an
be dispensed with. We are going to make
a bhig saving in these several reductions,
When we can bring the printing bill down
by £7,484 while paying £332 in increased
wages under the Arbitration Court's award,
it shows that we are doing something. But
we do these things against a great deal of
opposition.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Taxation, £17864:

My, HOLMAXN: The Treasurer has not yet
given me any idea as to the attitude of the
Government on the question T brought for-
ward earlier this evening, That question is of
the utmost importance on the mining fields
to-day, and we should be given some idea of
the policy of the Government.

The Colonial Treasurer: I promise the hon,
member that when I am introducing the Taxa-
tion Asscssment Dill, T will show him the
exact provision made to meet the position.

Mr. SMITH: I think this departinent
spends too much wmoney in eollecting the rev-
enne under the various Aefs which it adminis-
ters. JTn regard to land taxation, I see no
reason why we cannot adopt the system of
municipalities and roads boards. At present
every landholder has to send in a’ return to
the department. He is supposed te do that
at the end of the year, but generally he oeeu-
pies two or three months in the process.
After he has filled up an elaborate form and
sent it in, the department requires from three
to six months to issue the assessment. That
brings us to the middle of the year, or later.
Then generally the taxpayer is unable to pay
up for about three months, and so anything
from nine to 12 months will have elapsed be-
fore the department collects its money, Under
the simple method of the roads boards and
municipalities, the department would send out
its assessment to every landholder at the be-
ginning of the year. lndeed, the department
could get the local governing bodies to insert
on their forms an extra eolumn for the de-
partiment, and issue a notice on hehalf of the
department, and even colleet the tax and hand
it over to the department, charging a sman
percentage for eollection. That would he a
businesslive way of dealing with the matter
and would save the irritation inseparable from
the filling jn of the department’s elaborate
retirns, while it would cost much less in
lahour, in printing, and in postage. If the
Treasurer cannot see his way to adopt that
suggestion, T will remind him of the method
of the Federal authorities, which js to dis-
pense with the claborate form when there has
heen no alteration in the holding of the land,
and simply ask the taxpayer to fill in a small
form stating that there has heen no alteration
in his holding. He is then taxed the same as
in the previous year.

Hon. P. Collier: That ought to apply te
the income tax as well

Mr. SMITH: If the shorter system suils
the Federal department, it ought to suit the
State department also. The great hulk of the
taxpavers make no alteration in their hold-
ings from year to year. In regard to the
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collection of income tax, I think the system
could be considerably improved with henefit
not only to the taxpayer, bt to the Govern-
ment, [ snggest a simple system of collection
by means of a stamp tax. { vnderstand the
Treasurer has a schewe of the sort in view
and will place it before members later on.
1t has come to my knowledge that many of
the foreigners, Greeks, Chinese, and the like,
o not pay the income tax they ought to pay.
In many instances these Greek and Chinese
shopkeeperas will not supply proper answers in
their returns. They keep no books, and it is
impossible to find ont what they ought to pay.
All protest from the departmental officers
they meet with ‘‘no savvy.’’

The Colonial Treasurer: We are making
provision in the new Bill to meet that.

AMr. SMITH: 1 am pleased to hear it, be-
cause I understand it is guite the exception .
for those people to pay proper taxation, See-
ing the whelesome respect the average for-
eigner lius for a uniform, 1 suggest that the
Taxation Depariment copy the Customs De-
partment and supply its officers with uniforms,

The COLONTAL TREASUKER: T agree
with the remarks of the hon, member in re-
gard to the simplifying of taxation returns
whero possible.  All the Taxation Commis-
sioners met in conference at Melbourne and
came to a deeision with regard to the pre-
paration of returns, so that the same re-
turns wonld apply to Commonwealth and
State alike. Ineredible as it may scem, the
Commonwealth Government had a Taxation
Bill printed and were going to introduce it
that very night, a Bill in which they abse-
lutely ignored the suggestions of the whole
of the State ‘Treasurers, with which they
agreed. Now the suggestions i3 that those
forms shall be identieal as far as possible,
so that a man can send in State and Com-
monweatth veturns on the same form. How-
ever, that does not satisfy e, This mat-
ter of taxation returns is the most difficult
task T have had to taclkle. ‘This is the sort
of retnrn 1 think we ought to be able to
give the public, even the Dhusiness com-
munity: Let us say jn the murgin ' This is
what you ecan dedurt.”’  And the taxpayer
can then make a declaration lower down
and say ‘‘After deducting the allowances
made in the margin and no other, my in-
come last year amounted to £330.°7  Then
he could be taxed on that, ‘What the taxa-
tion officers are so frightened of are the 16

«or 17 per cent. of the people who are going

to brat them anyvhow. T am concerned with
the SO per rvent. who are going to send in
legitimate returns. Take my own case. |
represent seven or eight enmpanies. Their
balancee sheets are awndited by public aundi-
tors, yet T have almost to keep a elerk to
fake these halance sheets and trv to make
them agree with the taxation returns, We
ought fo he able to have this montter simpli-
fied. As the member for North Perth has
pointed out, if a person’s income or land
has not altered, why not utilise the previous
¥ear’s return, There are many people who
would seoner pay the tax than make out a
refurn. The suggestions made by the mem-
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ber for North Perth have heen talked over
frequently.

Hon, T, COLLIBR: I quite agree with
what has been said by the member for North
Perth. Tt scems that the officers who devise
these taxation returns are actuated by sheer
enssedness in order to aggravate and tan-
talise taxpayers. There are so many squares
and forms and dates and footnotes right
from A to Z whirh would puezzle a Philadel-
phia lawyer to fill in. L have been paying
tg. 8d. (unfortunately for me) for years
past, for land tax amd last year T neglected
o send in a return and T was fined more
than the 6s, 8d. for my aegleet, [ do not
know what we ecan do with the Taxation
Departwent or the officers. Their excuse is
thiat taxpayers will esenpe paying if they
¢an, There seems to have grown up an at-
mosphere in the Taxation Department that
every taxpayer s a rogue and will evade
payving taxation if he can. Therefore, we
have to pay £17,000 for the wpkeep of this
department every year. Rirefering to the
question of the amalgamation of the Taxa-
tion Departments, it is an abselute reflection
on our intelligence that we should maintain
separate  Taxation Departments in all the
States and in the Commonwealth in addition
te the local governing hodies, when we pride
ourselves on our eapacity for government.
The question of the amalgamation of the
Taxation Dopartments has been set down for
considleration at every Premier’s conference
since they have heen held.  Yet, with the
combined intelligence of the Fremiers and
Treasurers and Commissioners of Taxation,
State and Tederal, they cannot devise a
scheme by which we ean save expenditure. T
am convinced that no Government emn  get
much assistanec from the officials especially if
we are geing to wipe out some departments
and abolich good hillets. T should not blam~
the taxpavers if thevy rosc wnp one day amd
wiped us all ont of existence if we do not de-
vise some scheme. The people of Australia are
going to carry some heavy burdens which are
occasioned hy the war, in addition to the bur-
dens already imposed by the Federal and
State Governments. Then there ia the local
taxation, the road boards, the municipalities,
and the health taxes. T am not a wealthy
man, in fact T am a poor man, bt these re-
turns worry mo. First one gets the roads
board rates notice. Then the health rates
notiee, then the water rates, State income tax
returng, Iand {ax veturns, Commonwealth land
and income tax rcturns; until thev have eaten
up the few pounds whieh one Araws in salary.
We ourht to nrotest on every possible ocea-
sion, and what applies to the Taxation De-
partment applies to other departments as
well; electoral and so forth. There are dif-
ferent staffa doing similar work; there is ex-
tra. work pot on the taxpavers, No sooner
have we done with one taxation return than
another comes along.

Member: T de not know
pay until the summons ecomes,

Hon. . COLLIER: T have just paid a fine
this year, I prptested and appealed to the
Commissioner, T did not like to go so far as

what T have to
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to approach the Treasurer. The reason that
we¢ have not accomplished sometbing in the
way of amalgamation is the lack of sympathy
on the part of the Commonwealth people. If
we were to look up the first notice paper of
the first Premiers’ Couference, it would be
found that three-fourths of the questions set
forth were the same that year (I2 years ago)
as they were last year, showing that no finality
has been come to.

The Premicr: On this oceasion we were
unanimous on ¢very npoint.

Ion. P. COLLFTER: T attended one Pre-
miers’ Conference mwd the only thing we wers
unanimous ahont was that we would held an-
other conference the next year, TIf we keep
on meeting year after year and fail to bring
about rome genuine reform in matters of this
kind we ought to abandon the matter or we
shall hold ourrelves up to the ridienle of the
people.

Mr, PICKERING: T agree with the mem-
ber for North Perth in regard to the amalga.
mation of the State and ITederal Iand tax re-
turns. These land tax returns ought not to
e made out every year if they are the same,
I alse cndorse the vemarks of the leader of
the Opporition in regard to the amalgamation
of State and Federal Electoral offices.

Mr. MOXNEY: Without repeating what has
been said, T agree wifh the amalgamation of
the Taxation Departments.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Workers’ Homes Board, £3,241:

Ilon, W. (. ANGWIN: Members will have
been pleared to hear the statement by the
Treasurer as to the Workers’” Homes Board
and the sucecessful operations of that hody,
We were told when it was established that it
was a4 wild-eat scheme of the Lahour (overn-
wment and L am pleased that it has turned out
snecessfully. The Workers’ Iomes have been
in operation for some years and th. testimeny
given by the Treasurer onght to satis“v those
pestinsistic mewhers who a few years 17o con-
demmed the scheme roundly; it has turned
out a swecers. There has heen no loss to the
Treasury and this ycar there has been an in-
come of over £1,000.

AMr, THOMSON: T am pleased to suppoert
the remarks of the memb.r for North-East
Tremantle as far as the financial operations
of the Workers® Tlomes is corcerned. Those
who have taken up homes under leaschold con-
ditions should in my opinion be given an op-
portunity of converting them into frechold if
ihey so desire. By an amendment of the Land
Act we have given the people who own lease-
hold lamd the right by application to converb
into freehold and we should also give lease-
holders under the Workers’ Homes scheme an
opportunity if they so desire.to convert into
freehold. Tt is only common justice. This
was promised by Mr. Wilson when Premier,
but that of course did not hind the present
Government. Still we should be consistent.

Hon. W, . Angwin: People conld have had
freehold in the first place if they so desired.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Perhaps people were not
in a pesition at the time, but they were de-
sirons of having a home. Now they have es-
tablished themselves, perhaps they would like
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to convert their leascholds into freehold, in
deed amd truth.

The CHAIRMAN: | cannot sce anything
under this vote which has to do with the free-
hold or leascheld prineiple,

Mr, THOMSUN: We with

are dealing

workers’ homes, and thig is the only place

where we ean diseuss this guestion,

Mr. SMITIL: I support the remarks made
with regarnl to the leasehold prineiple. The
Premier promised to intraduece a Bill to give
leascholders  an  apportunity af  converting
their loldings inte freehold, and 1w sur-
prised the Hill has not been brought down.
I am pglad the operations of the hoard have
been so sneeessful, 1t scems to me that the
seerefary receives @ very paltry salary com-
pared with the ralary of other departmental
seeretaries, He only reccives £3G4 a yeur.
If this is such an lmportant department, as
we are wiven to understand it is, we are doing
this ollicer an injostice ifn paying him only
this ameunt of salary.

Mr, MUNSIE: T, too, am pleasml at the
rean'ts  achived by the Workers?  Tlomew
Bownl, e-pecinliy in view of the criticisn
whick was levelled at the selieme by memhers
o osite at the time of its introduction, The
sticecss of the sehente I8 attributable largely
to the faet that o munber of these hones are
on the leascholl system, T hepe that leave-
holders witl continue to he Teascholders, and
will not eorve t their properties into  Tree-
hohl. b am sure that if one of the lease-
hoblevs in the Dlock of workers’ homes at
Levderville over eonverted  his property  into
frocholl, the other perdons on that block
woukl very soon follow smit, aml T 2in equally
rure, trom what took place in Vietorin some
time ago, that it would then not he long he-
fore overy one of thire helders of workers’
hoames had In<t bis property.

Mr. Davies: Ilave not the freeholicrs al-
readv anoapportunity  of  getting into the
hamls o money Jendoss! '

Myo MUNST Tn Neeth I'erth there were
s1X 07 seven workers' homes buoilt on the
frechold svstern, bat nos one of the individ-
unls Yor whom they were huilt is now living
in them.

My, Deviea: Why!?

My, ATUNSIE: In some instamees the pro-
periies were too heavily  mertgaged, and in
other enses the people left the  State.

Mr. Thomson: Did these people talke their
homes out of the hands of the board and
maortornge them!? .

Myro AMUXNSIE: Yes

Me, Thomson: Aml so paid more interest?

Mr. MUNSIE: They had borrowed money
heeanse money  lenders were willing to  let
them bave it.  Although the seheme at pres-
ent s almest at o standstill T eannot help
thinking that the =ceretary of the board,
who is an agreeable and energetice officer, and
at all times willing to give cvery possible
assistanee 1o the publie, is entitled to a
larger salary than he is now reeciving, T
hope the Government will take this guestion
of salary into vonsideration.

Yote put and passed.

Vote—DMiseellancous services, £47,314:
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Item, Hrroneous payment by Treasury to
some person impersonating 1. G, Potier, £32,

Mr, MUNSIE:  Will the Colonial Treas-
urer kindly explain the meaning  of  this
item !

Phe COTONTAT TREASURER: T will en-
deavour to supply the information later,

[tem, Entertaining distinguished visitors,
£223,

AMr, THOMSON: T desire to have a gen-
eral discussion on members’ salaries.  We
have ceheerfully  passed  all  items connectedl
with Parlinment; but the Treaswrer, 1 under-
stand, is desirous of  obtaining an expres-
sian of the Committee’s opinion.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member can-
not diseuss that matter on the guestion now
before the Chaie.

Item, Trarks, reercation  gronnds, cte.—
grants Tor maintenanco and improvements—
King s Park Board, £1900; other grounds,
Lhon: L2500,

Mp, BMITH: On every ocrasion within my
knowledge. when fhis ilem has come beforo
the Committee, members representing dis-
tricis containing other pardens, have asked
why the King's Purk iz favoured and their
pattienlar parks ave ignored, [ smurest that
lhe King's Park shonld he banded over to
the munieipal authorities,  The expenditure
corld easily b Dburne by the Porth muniei-
pality.

IHem, R 1L Unidecwond {lonorary Aiais-
tery: But the King's Park Belonzs to Weat-
orn Australing

My, SMUTIT: Many of the Honorsry AMin-
jetor’s eonstituents have wever seen King's
Park, and probably mever will see it. The
people  who deriva the most henefit  from
King's Tork live in the Perth munieipality,
amd therefore the Perth mmnicipality micht
well hear the expenditure.  As for a pres
eedent, only recently Monger's Take reserve
was handed over to a mmmicipal authority,
When Suhineo heempes, ax no donbt it oven-

tually  will Leeome, portion of Pereth. the
whole of King’s 1"avk will he within the
Perth  municipal houndaries.  Tlere 19 mm

opportunity of aveiding that doplication of
work awl al expenditure of which the leader
of the Opposition said we ouwght to  bu
ashamed—duplieation  of  seerctavies, head
gardencrs, and se Torth,

Ton. W. ¢ ANGWTN: T am heartily
accord with the last speaker. The park should
he handed over to the Perth mumivipality for
the purpose ol aveiding duplitation of ex-
penditure,  The Terth munieipality wonld holl
the park, not to do as they pleased with, hut
in trust,

Ten. 17, COLIAER: Has the £400 remain-
ing after the £1,900 for the King's Park, yet
been allotted?

The Colonial Treasurer: No.

ITon, P, COLLIWR: The grants for parks
in other portions of the State have heen con-
sideray redneed, year by wyear. Of the
£3.250  expended  last  year, £2,000 went to
King's Park, £200 to Monper’s Take, £30 to
Mundaring Weir, and £100 to Peint Walter.
Those were the only grants mads throughont
the 8tate, wnder this heading, On the gold-
fields the wpkeep of parks is very costly. The



